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Happy Easter Everybody!

I hope that you've had a great week, and that you
have enjoyed the company of all those who
surrounded you over the last few days. The
Easter Season continues for as much time as we
were in 'the desert’ (during Lent) - so keep the
celebrations going!

He is not here; for He is risen, as He said.

The Gospel reading today is so powerful! I invite you  come, see the place where the Lord lay. *
to really spend time with the text this week to '
embrace all the wonder and awe of that first day.

"Peace be with youl” Jesus says. I sometimes wonder if this phrase was also the
one that Jesus used when he calmed the storm ... "Be quiet!” "Be still." "Be
courageous.” "Do not be afraid.” ... the disciples' hearts were ‘racing’ and the world
had once more furned to chaos, fear seemed the only solution to the
circumstances of all that had happened. 'Peace.’

Vikki and T watched the crew of Integrity’ splashdown into the Pacific Ocean
yesterday. We both found it very emotional for a number of different reasons
and catapulted several interesting conversations as we travelled home. Once we
had gathered our thoughts, we listened to a podcast from the NASA website of
an interview the crew did a couple of months ago.

WOW! The humility and humanity with which the four crew members talked about
their mission: the way NASA told them they were going around the Moon, their
reactions to the news and the response from their families, the confronting
reality of getting estates in order just in case something went terribly wrong, the
processing of what was about to happen - it was a captivating conversation.

'Peace.’ T reckon they experienced genuine peace yesterday. Will you allow God to
breathe the same ‘peace’ into your hearts and lives this week. Rev James
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Praver in the Parish

In the Parish & Beyond:

» +QGarry; for all our parishioners and their

friends and family this Easter Season;
» For seasonal weather;
» For those less fortunate than ourselves;

» For all who are hungry, thirsty and
seeking shelter around the globe;

» For the Middle East;
» For the Leaders of all Nations;

» For those of leadership and influence to
act for the common good;

» For United Nations;

» For all facing natural disaster: flood,
fire, earthquake, cyclone, famine;

» For our neighbours;
» For those in our Aged Care Facilities;
» For those we know whom are unwell;

» For those feeling lonely, depressed,
alienated, and isolated;

» For all on school holidays;

» For our Hospitals and all who care for
the vulnerable and broken;

» For light that dispels darkness; for hope
that dispels despair; for love that dispels
fear and discord;

» For all those we love, near and far away;

Years Mind: Jessie JEFFRIES (1987), Nola
CLARKE (2013), Robert (BOB) LYNCH
(2013), Elizabeth DART (2004), Herbert
HOBSON (2011)

“Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let
light perpetual shine upon them.”

Services - 2026

Easter 2 —12 April
9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal

Easter 3 —19 April
9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal

Easter 4 — 26 April
9.30am Warracknabeal
5.00pm Café Church

Tuesday 28 April
7.00 for 7.30pm Parish Council

Easter 5 — 03 May
9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal
11.00am Areegra

Easter 6 — 10 May
9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal

Easter 7 —17 May
9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal

Pentecost — 24 May
9.30am Warracknabeal
5.00pm Café Church

Trinity — 31 May
10.30am Warracknabeal

Maybe lunch at the Creekside?
Any takers?

THE PROPERS

Sentence: Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy
he has given us a new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.

Collect: Almighty God, whose Son Jesus
Christ is the resurrection and the life of all
who put their trust in him: raise us, we pray,
from the death of sin to the life of
righteousness; that we may ever seek the
things which are above, where he reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
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TODAY’S READINGS
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

First Reading: Acts: 10:34-43

A reading from the Acts of the
Apostles
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven,
raised his voice and addressed the crowd:
‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you;
listen carefully to what | say. ‘Fellow
Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth
was a man accredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders and signs, which God
did among you through him, as you
yourselves know. This man was handed
over to you by God’s deliberate plan and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of
wicked men, put him to death by nailing
him to the cross. But God raised him from
the dead, freeing him from the agony of
death, because it was impossible for death
to keep its hold on him. David said about
him: “l saw the Lord always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, | will not
be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad
and my tongue rejoices; my body also will
rest in hope, because you will not
abandon me to the realm of the dead, you
will not let your holy one see decay. You
have made known to me the paths of life;
you will fill me with joy in your
presence.” ‘Fellow Israelites, | can tell you
confidently that the patriarch David died
and was buried, and his tomb is here to
this day. But he was a prophet and knew
that God had promised him on oath that he
would place one of his descendants on his
throne. Seeing what was to come, he
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah,
that he was not abandoned to the realm of
the dead, nor did his body see decay. God
has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all
witnesses of it.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Response: Lord, you will show us the

path of life.

1. Preserve me, O God, for in thee | take
refuge. | say to the Lord, “Thou art my
Lord.” The Lord is my chosen portion
and my cup; thou holdest my lot. (R)

2. | bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
| keep the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, | shall
not be moved. (R)

3. Therefore my heart is glad, and my
soul rejoices; my body also dwells
secure. For thou dost not give me up to
the power of death or let thy godly one
see the Pit. (R)

4. Thou dost show me the path of life;
in thy presence there is fullness of joy,
in thy right hand are pleasures for
evermore. (R)

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:1-12

A reading from the first letter of Peter
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God'’s
elect, exiles, scattered throughout the
provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen
according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through the sanctifying work of the
Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and
sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace
be yours in abundance. Praise be to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, and into an inheritance that can
never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance
is kept in heaven for you, who through
faith are shielded by God’s power until the
coming of the salvation that is ready to be
revealed in the last time. In all this you
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greatly rejoice, though now for a little while
you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds
of trials. These have come so that the
proven genuineness of your faith — of
greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire — may result in
praise, glory and honour when Jesus
Christis revealed. Though you have not
seen him, you love him; and even though
you do not see him now, you believe in him
and are filled with an inexpressible and
glorious joy, for you are receiving the end
result of your faith, the salvation of your
souls. Concerning this salvation, the
prophets, who spoke of the grace that was
to come to you, searched intently and
with the greatest care, trying to find out the
time and circumstances to which the Spirit
of Christ in them was pointing when he
predicted the sufferings of the = Messiah
and the glories that would follow. It was
revealed to them that they were not serving
themselves but you, when they spoke of
the things that have now been told you by
those who have preached the gospel to
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.
Even angels long to look into these things.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you
have seen me; happy those who have not
seen me, but still believe!  Alleluia!

Gospel: John 20:19-31

A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to John

On the evening of that first day of the
week, when the disciples were together,
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish
leaders, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, ‘Peace be with you!" After
he said this, he showed them his hands
and side. The disciples were overjoyed

when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus
said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father
has sent me, | am sending you.” And with
that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins,
their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.” Now Thomas
(also known as Didymus), one of the
Twelve, was not with the disciples when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told
him, ‘We have seen the Lord!” But he said to
them, ‘Unless | see the nail marks in his
hands and put my finger where the nails
were, and put my hand into his side, | will
not believe.” A week later his disciples
were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you!” Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into
my side. Stop doubting and
believe.” Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and
my God!" Then Jesus told him, ‘Because
you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.” Jesus performed many
other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book. But
these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his
name.

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Thank you for a WONDERFUL
Easter everyone!
May the JOY of God's Spirit
rest in home, heart and mind
this Resurrection Season!
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