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Epiphany 3 
23 January 2022 

 

Hello Everyone!  I hope that you’ve had a good week. 

Do you ever wonder that sometimes the ‘earth’ might be angry – or trying to tell 

us something? Floods on one side of our continent – fire on the other. 

Earthquakes and underwater volcanoes spewing ash and dust and whatever else 

20kms into the atmosphere.   

Is ‘Creation’ – also ‘groaning’ for peace and renewal and restoration?  

Romans 8:18-24 reads – St Paul writes;  

“18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for the creation was 

subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 

bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 

God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until 

now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of 

the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 

who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait 

for it with patience.” 

I neither want to trivialize or spiritualize world events that have had an impact 

ALL around the globe. If we cannot feel the ‘flap of a butterfly’s wing’ in the 

Amazon – there is certainly no way we can ignore the earthquake and subsequent 

tsunami from Tonga. Let alone a myriad of other events that do not impact us 

directly, but are experienced by many people – and often the poorest – around the 

globe. 

I am aghast at the situation in Afghanistan – the cold, the hunger, the lack of coin 

to buy food; but do I want to hand $6 billion dollars into the hands of the Taliban 

and trust them to care for those they choose to oppress? Our Palestinian brothers 
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and sisters remain hamstrung by Israeli Authorities, and the majority of world 

leaders choose to ignore their plight – because of their ethnic culture? And ‘we’ 

(the West) prefer to side with ‘those’ with the perceived power? What about our 

forgotten sisters and brothers in Haiti? Ah, that’s right, they’ve already had their 

30 second news grab for the year – hmmm.  Not to mention Venezuela, Mexico (oh 

don’t mention the Mexicans because we’re friends with the USA!), Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Sierra Leone, Madagascar, Liberia, Malawi, Niger, Mozambique, 

and the ‘poorest country in the world’ – Burundi. The majority of Burundi’s 

population are living on less than $1.25 (I think USD), have embarrassing little 

access to water and sanitation, and less than  5% have access to electricity. 

The difference for me personally, is that I was born in Australia. Educated, money 

in the bank, food in the fridge, a car to drive, a shed full of tools – I am a ‘king’ – 

and one of the top 5% richest people in the world. Does that make me feel GREAT! 

No, not at all. It does make me feel privileged and fortunate. I dare not ask Jesus 

what I need to do to inherit eternal life (Luke 18:18)! 

Our own land – ‘groans with expectation’ – as we prepare to honour Australia Day. 

Recognition that an ancient people lived in Australia before European settlement / 

invasion (depending on your preference) – is a must for each and every one of us. 

Advocacy for disenfranchised Indigenous People is not mandatory, but would 

certainly help genuine healing to take place – no matter where you ‘stand’ or ‘fly 

your flag.’ The cop-out is that “it is complicated.” We all have a story. We all want 

to be valued and heard for who we are and what we represent within our modern 

and diverse society.  

I hope this week, you may be able to find some time to honour the Wotjobaluk, 

Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagulk people of our Shire – who have, are and 

will continue to be custodians of the land and waterways - on which all our worship, 

parish activities and projects are conducted. 

In our Gospel reading over the next two weeks – Jesus reminds us that HISTORY 

MATTERS! If we choose to follow him – we entrust our lives and guidance to God’s 

direction and prompting and challenge. I am assured that it was never meant to be 

easy, but I do believe that God equips us also – no matter our demographic – to 

bring healing and a return to wholeness to a hurting world, to our own hurting 

hearts, and to a community that needs ‘the Light of the World’ through our 

thoughts, words and actions. 

Unlike Adam (Genesis 3:18) – I hope you can avoid the thistles and thorns on the 

soles of your feet – as you walk this land in faith, hope and love.   

Every blessing, Rev James  
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HORSHAM Emergency Food Centre 

ALL donations of non-perishable items for 

the Christian Emergency Food Centre in 

Horsham are more than welcome. 

 

The collection basket will be located at 

The Font. Thank you in advance! 

Service Times Jan/Feb 

Epiphany 3 – 23 Jan 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

Epiphany 4 – 30 Jan 2022 

10.30am Warracknabeal 

ONE SERVICE ONLY 

Sandwiches and Sweets - Lunch  

11.30 for 12.00pm Parish Centre - $10 

Epiphany 5 – 06 Feb 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

11.00am Areegra 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

Epiphany 6 – 13 Feb 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

Epiphany 7 – 20 Feb 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

Transfiguration – 28 Feb 2022 

9.30am Christ Church 

5.00pm Café Church  

Ash Wednesday – 02 March 

Easter Day – 17 April 

 

Prayer in the Parish 

In the Parish & Beyond:  

 +Garry;  

 For all who are away from family; 

 the people of Tonga; Afghanistan; 
Myanmar; the Pacific; Burundi;  

 For the land on which we live and move 
and have our being – that we are 
enriched in heart and home; 

 For those in hospital; 

 Max Young 

 For those grieving loved ones; 

 For those in pain – through prejudice, 
injustice, oppression, exploitation;  

 For those holidaying; for safe travel; 

Community:  

 For all new Australian citizens;  

 For Australia Day Award recipients; 

 For RECOGNITION of Indigenous  

People in our country; 

 For Front line workers – in Australia 

and across the globe; 

 For our local GP’s and their staff;  

 For all we know dealing with COVID;   

 For Christian Emergency Food Centre; 

Years Mind: Ralph Clarkson, Jill Hewitt, 

Leonard Sandford, Henry Chapman, Rod 

Steed, Cecil Bryce, Rebecca Dempsey 

Welcome to 2022 

Sandwich and Sweets luncheon 

30th January 

Parish Centre – 11.30am for 12.00pm 

$10 per person 

A chance for us to catch up with 

each other and look ahead to 2022 

with hope and in good fellowship.  

Bring a friend. Bring a stranger. 

Places will be limited,  

so book in early – contact: 

Sandra Taylor – 0408 991 235 
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A reading from the prophet Nehemiah 
Israelites had settled in their towns, all 
the people came together as one in the 
square before the Water Gate. They told 
Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out 
the Book of the Law of Moses, which the 
Lord had commanded for Israel.  So on 
the first day of the     seventh month Ezra 
the priest brought the Law before the 
assembly, which was made up of men 
and women and all who were able to 
understand.  He read it aloud from 
daybreak till noon as he faced the square 
before the Water Gate in the presence of 
the men, women and others who could 
understand. And all the people listened 
attentively to the Book of the Law.  Ezra 
opened the book. All the people could 
see him because he was standing above 
them; and as he opened it, the people all 
stood up.  Ezra praised the Lord , the 
great God; and all the people lifted their 
hands and responded, ‘Amen! Amen!’ 
Then they bowed down and worshipped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. 
 They read from the Book of the Law of 
God, making it clear and giving the 
meaning so that the  people understood 
what was being read.  Then       
Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest 
and teacher of the Law, and the Levites 
who were instructing the  people said to 
them all, ‘This day is holy to the Lord 
your God. Do not mourn or weep.’ For all 
the people had been weeping as they 
listened to the words of the Law. 
 Nehemiah said, ‘Go and enjoy choice 
food and sweet drinks, and send some to 
those who have    nothing prepared. This 
day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for 
the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  

Response:  Your words, Lord, are 
Spirit and life. 

1. The law of the LORD is perfect, 
refreshing the  soul; 
The decree of the LORD is trustworthy, 
giving wisdom to the simple. (R) 

 

2. The precepts of the LORD are right, 
rejoicing the heart; 
The command of the LORD is clear,      
enlightening the eye. (R)  

 

3. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring 
forever; 
The ordinances of the LORD are true, 
all of them just. (R) 

 

4. Let the words of my mouth and the 
thought of my  heart  find favour 
before you, O LORD, my rock and my  
redeemer. (R)  

 
  

A reading from the first letter of 
Paul to the Corinthians 

Just as a body, though one, has many 
parts, but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ.  For we were all 
baptised by one Spirit so as to form one 
body – whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 
free – and we were all given the one Spirit 
to drink.  And so the body is not made up 
of one part but of many.  Now if the foot 
should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I 
do not belong to the body,’ it would not for 
that reason stop being part of the body. 
 And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am 
not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ it 
would not for that reason stop being part 
of the body.  If the whole body were an 
eye, where would the sense of hearing 
be? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would the sense of smell be?  But in fact 
God has placed the parts in the body, 
every one of them, just as he wanted 

TODAY’S READINGS 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 First Reading:              Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Psalm:                                                              36:5-10          
 

Second Reading:                  1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
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 them to be.  If they were all one part, 
where would the body be?  As it is, there 
are many parts, but one body.  The eye 
cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need 
you!’ And the head cannot say to the 
feet, ‘I don’t need you!’  On the contrary, 
those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are                  indispensable, 
 and the parts that we think are less        
honourable we treat with special honour. 
And the parts that are unpresentable are 
treated with special modesty,  while our 
presentable parts need no special 
treatment. But God has put the body 
together, giving greater honour to the 
parts that lacked it,  so that there should 
be no division in the body, but that its 
parts should have equal concern for 
each other.  If one part suffers, every 
part suffers with it; if one part is 
honoured, every part rejoices with it. 
 Now you are the body of Christ, and 
each one of you is a part of it.  And God 
has placed in the church first of all 
apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of 
different kinds of tongues.  Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all     
teachers? Do all work miracles?  Do all 
have gifts of     healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret?  
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to 
the poor, and to proclaim liberty to 
captives. Alleluia! 

 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Luke 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of 
the Spirit, and news about him spread 
through the whole  countryside.   

He was teaching in their synagogues, and 
everyone praised him.  He went to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood 
up to read,  and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he 
found the place where it is      written: 
 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free,  to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour.’  Then he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant and 
sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 
synagogue were fastened on him.  He 
began by saying to them, ‘Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation:                   

Gospel:                                                  Luke 4:14-21 

THE PROPERS 

Sentence:  Jesus read from the 
prophet Isaiah: 'The Spirit of the Lord 
has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor, to proclaim release to the 
captives.'  

Collect:  Life-giving God, who sent 
your Son Jesus to proclaim your 
kingdom and to teach with authority: 
anoint us with your Spirit, that we too 
may bring good news to the poor, bind 
up the broken-hearted, and proclaim 
liberty to the captive; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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Sanctuary Plan – January 2022 
 

As foreshadowed in last week’s services – I bring a bold suggestion to you for 
comment and discussion regarding Christ Church Sanctuary in light of COVID19 
consequences and encouraged (with a couple of reservations) by members of the 
Parish Council. 

The main reasons for this discussion are (in no order of importance): 

1. The current ‘temporary Altar’ – which I have been using in the Transept Crossing 
– has been in-situ for 15 months now (approx).   

2. A number of parishioners have voiced to me their difficulty and nervousness 
about returning to the High Altar because of mobility issues (in regard to using 
the stairs to and from the Sanctuary). 

3. Theologically, a church only needs ONE altar, and it is my desire along with 
informal conversations with others to use the High Altar once again. 

4. The physical distance between the High Altar (as currently located) and the main 
body of the church is significant – and as I have voiced to you in the past, I find it 
challenging to remain ‘connected’ to those who have gathered for worship 
considering I spend much of my time in worship in the same main body. 

5. The choir stalls are no longer ‘used’. Even when there is a larger funeral – the 
preference of the Undertakers and people attending is to use the Parish Hall as 
spill-over. 

6. The Choir Organ, is also no longer used, and has not been tuned nor played for 
several years. We have a very adequate piano organ donated by ‘The Mercer 
Family’ which more than compensates. The heaters are also not used (in my 
personal opinion – they are in a terrible place!). 

 

The PLAN: 

a) To remove: 2 x gas heaters from choir area. 
b) To re-locate Choir Stalls – short to Sanctuary area, and long to North 

Transept. One of the choir fronts may need to be placed under the Reredos 
to hide white wall that Altar currently hides from view. 

c) To remover Choir Organ – we have a willing interested party, who is happy 
to collect, restore and relocate to a monastery who needs it. 

d) To re-locate – as a TRIAL during Lent and Easter – the High Altar to the 
Choir Stall area. 

e) Holy Communion will be distributed in Transept Crossing as is our current 
COVID practise. 

f) The Lectern and the Pulpit will remain in current location. 
g) There is no structural work needed. (There will be a need for adequate 

lighting to be installed.) 
h) To REVIEW trial in April through Parish Council, and conduct 

congregational consultation to the end of May – when we take decisions 
needed.  

Please feel free to talk to myself or any of your Parish Council members,  
and I hope the plan (on opposite page) is of some help. 
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Proposed Sanctuary Plan – January 2022 

 


