Anglican Parish of Warracknabeal

Warracknabeal, Areegra, Minyip, Hopetoun, Brim

Anglican Pentecost 11
Parish
R 24 August 2025
Sunday Services:  9.30am Warracknabeal & 5.00pm Café Church
Next Sunday: 10.30am - Warracknabeal (One Service Only)
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Hello Everybody! I hope that you've had a good week.

If you were arrested for being a Christian this past week - would there be
enough evidence to convict you?

This is an old sermon opener, but it remains current no matter what time and
place we find ourselves in. Discipleship requires action - bold action that actually
makes a difference in someone's life or changes the world for a better place: it
could be a word - spoken with clarity and conviction; it could be an act of
kindness - unseen by the ‘world at large’ that shows someone that you care; it
could be stepping out of your comfort zone for another - the discipleship that
costs us a little ...

Discipleship is difficult.

It often feels to me like baking a cake - you can't leave any of the ingredients
out or the cake won't work. But I'm not sure that this is entirely ftrue.
Discipleship requires that we 'move’ - just move in a particular direction -
whether we feel equipped or not. Jesus doesn't always want us to go on a
discipleship training course to hear his voice call us into action; maybe what
works for someone like me doesn't work the same way for another; maybe Jesus
has a special message for one of us - inaudible for the rest of us.

The Spirit that empowered Jesus - is the same Spirit that hovered over the
waters of creation, the same Spirit that called to Moses from the Burning Bush,
the same Spirit that parted the waters of the Red Sea, the same Spirit that
spat Jonah from the whale, the same Spirit that called hairy fishermen and tax
collectors and woman of the new testament to love and service, the same Spirit
that enabled the Resurrection and all the awe and wonder that followed.

I invite us to listen to that same Spirit this week as we go about our daily lives.
Every blessing, Rev James
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Praver in the Parish

In the Parish & Beyond:
» +QGarry; the Registry & all staff; +Scott;

> For Diocese’s 150" year;

» For newly elected Parish Council
members; David, Safe Church Officer;

» For Project Regenerate: Explore.
Rejoice. Give. & 140yrs Parish
celebrations;

» For our farmers and their families;

» For our neighbours;

» People of Palestine, GAZA, Yemen,
Syria, Haiti and Ukraine;

» For all who are hungry, thirsty and
homeless or displaced;

» For all facing natural disaster: flood,
fire, famine;

» For all known to us in hospital and our
Residential Care Facilities;

» For Christian Emergency Food Centre;
» For those who are grieving;

» For those who are feeling lonely,
1solated and discombobulated;

» For all those we love, near and far away;

Years Mind: Lavinia SULLIVAN (1986),
Peter SHANNON (1989), Martha LIERSCH
(1988), Winifred SHALDERS (2011),
Charles HARBERGER (2016), Elsie
PREUSS (1990), James MILL (1988),
Edward WELCH (1988), Claude MOYSEY
(2011), Elsie JOHNSON (2012)

“Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let
light perpetual shine upon them.”

Service Times August
Pentecost 11 — 24 August
9.30am Warracknabeal
5.00pm Café Church

Pentecost 12 — 31 August
10.30am Warracknabeal

Pentecost 13 — 07 September
9.30am Warracknabeal
11.00am House Church Areegra

Pentecost 14 — 14 September
9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal

Pentecost 15 — 21 September
9.30am Warracknabeal (No 5.00pm)

Pentecost 16 — 28 September
9.30am & 5.00pm Café Church

Anglican Parish BOOK FAIR
Parish Centre: 10.00am-4.00pm
11 & 12 October

Collectables, Theological and
Religious, Travel, South Pacific,
Africa, Art and MORE!!

Spread the word!

Creator God of love,

All time and every place is
your gift.

We thank you that you have
blessed our Diocese for the last 150 years,
even when we have failed in our high calling
to herald your kingdom.

Your forgiveness, love and peace sustained
generations of our forebears,

And we rejoice that you still bless us and
invite us to work with you to build justice,
hope and love in Western Victo ria.

Inspire us with a new vision and new energy
as we face the future, and help us to trust and
commit to the humble serving path of Jesus,
guided by your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Rev James Wood: P: 5398 1251 M: 0438 233 630 E: warrackanglican@gmail.com




TODAY’S READINGS
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

First Reading: Isaiah 58:9b-14

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Then you will call, and the Lord will
answer; you will cry for help, and he will
say: here am |. ‘If you do away with the
yoke of oppression, with the pointing
finger and malicious talk, and if you spend
yourselves on behalf of the hungry and
satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then
your light will rise in the darkness, and
your night will become Ilike the
noonday. The Lord will guide you always;
he will satisfy your needs in a sun-
scorched land and will strengthen your
frame. You will be like a well-watered
garden, like a spring whose waters never
fail. Your people will rebuild the ancient
ruins and will raise up the age-old
foundations; you will be called Repairer of
Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with
Dwellings. ‘If you keep your feet from
breaking the Sabbath and from doing as
you please on my holy day, if you call the
Sabbath a delight and the Lord ’s holy day
honourable, and if you honour it by not
going your own way and not doing as you
please or speaking idle words, then you
will find your joy in the Lord , and | will
cause you to ride in triumph on the heights
of the land and to feast on the inheritance
of your father Jacob.” For the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13

Response: The Lord is kind and

merciful

1. Bless the LORD, O my soul;
and all my being, bless his holy
name. Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits. (R)

2. He pardons all your iniquities,
heals all your ills. He redeems your life
from destruction, crowns you with
kindness and compassion. (R)

3. Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
slow to anger and abounding in
kindness. Not according to our sins
does he deal with us, nor does he
requite us according to our crimes. (R)

4. As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he put our transgressions
from us. As a father has compassion on
his children, so the LORD has
compassion on those who fear him. (R)

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-29

A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Hebrews

You have not come to a mountain that can
be touched and that is burning with fire; to
darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet
blast or to such a voice speaking words
that those who heard it begged that no
further word be spoken to them, because
they could not bear what was commanded:
‘If even an animal touches the mountain, it
must be stoned to death.” The sight was
so terrifying that Moses said, ‘1 am
trembling with fear.” But you have come to
Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to
thousands upon thousands of angels in
joyful assembly, to the church of the
firstborn, whose names are written in
heaven. You have come to God, the Judge
of all, to the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of
Abel. See to it that you do not refuse him
who speaks. If they did not escape when
they refused him who warned them on
earth, how much less will we, if we turn
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away from him who warns us from
heaven? At that time his voice shook the
earth, but now he has promised, ‘Once

When he said this, all his opponents were
humiliated, but the people were delighted
with all the wonderful things he was doing.

more | will shake not only the earth but
also the heavens.” The words ‘once
more’ indicate the removing of what can
be shaken — that is, created things — so
that what cannot be shaken may
remain. Therefore, since we are
receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship
God acceptably with reverence and
awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!
| am the way, the truth and the life says
the Lord. No one comes to the Father

except through me. Alleluia!
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17

A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to Luke

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one
of the synagogues, and a woman was
there who had been crippled by a spirit
for eighteen years. She was bent over
and could not straighten up at all. When
Jesus saw her, he called her forward and
said to her , ‘Woman, you are set free
from your infirmity.” Then he put his
hands on her, and immediately she
straightened up and praised
God. Indignant because Jesus had
healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue
leader said to the people, ‘There are six
days for work. So come and be healed on
those days, not on the Sabbath.” The
Lord answered him, ‘You hypocrites!
Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie
your ox or donkey from the stall and lead
it out to give it water? Then should not
this woman, a daughter of Abraham,
whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen
long years, be set free on the Sabbath
day from what bound her?’

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE PROPERS

Sentence: You, O Lord, are my hope,
my trust from my youth. Upon you
have | leaned since my birth.

Collect: O God, the Judge of all,
through the saving blood of your Son
you have brought us to the heavenly
Jerusalem and given us a kingdom
which cannot be shaken: fill us with
reverence and awe in your presence,
that in thanksgiving we and all your
Church may offer you acceptable
worship; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives to intercede for us,
now and for ever. Amen.

Where it all started
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The SHED Project Grand Opening
Sunday 16™ November @ 10.30am

BBQ lunch to follow!
Tell your neighbour, tell your
friends, it's where it all starts!
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