
Project REGENERATE. Renew PEOPLE. Revive PROJECTS. Restore PLACE 

Anglican Parish of Warracknabeal  
      Warracknabeal, Areegra, Minyip, Hopetoun, Brim 

 

Lent 1 
06 March 2022 

 

Hello Everyone!   

This Sunday:  Christ Church - Holy Communion – 9.30am 

        St Mark’s Areegra – HC – 11.00am 

Taizé Service & HC – 5.00pm in Parish Centre 

SHINE Youth Group - 6.00pm 

 

I feel sick in my stomach when I watch the news regarding what is happening in 

Ukraine. It is tempting to ‘walk away’ and shut my eyes, and it would be sensible to 

do it more often most probably. However, I feel a responsibility, rather than an 

obligation, to pray and ‘stand’ in solidarity with the brave people of that country – 

as they confront injustice and fight for what they value most. Freedom truly has a 

terrible cost – a ‘freedom’ I do not fully appreciate (or understand) as a white, 

educated and privileged Australian. 

It reminds me that we must play our part in confronting all acts of injustice within 

our own society: violence against women, sexual harassment and abuse, racism, 

inequality amongst our indigenous communities, bullying – just to name a few. How 

can you and I become agents of genuine reconciliation and ‘repentance’ for the 

common good – especially as representatives of our faith community?  

It is not a journey for the feint hearted! Like Jesus, we are invited to the cross, 

the grave and become a new creation inspired by the Resurrection. Easier said than 

done! Let us encourage each other to be bold in the face of fear – and bear light 

where there is darkness; bear hope where there is despair; and a loving spirit 

where there is hatred or discord. Let’s start at home and in the depths of our own 

heart! 

I hope that you have dusted off your chosen ‘Lenten discipline’ this week – as we 

seek to follow Jesus to Jerusalem: some of you may have chosen to deny yourself 

some normal pleasure; some of you may prefer to ‘take up something extra’ as a 

way to remind us of God’s Grace and mercy. Whichever ‘path’ you have chosen – 

remember that its intention is to lead us deeper into God’s heart – rather than to 
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make us even more self-absorbed than we already are. “Test their fruits,” the 

scripture proclaims – and I trust that joy and freedom will accompany you this 

Lenten season. 

During Lent  –  I am encouraging people to attend a mid-week Evening Prayer 

(5.30pm)  in the Rectory with a simple meal to follow. Over fellowship, there will be 

an opportunity for us to explore any Lenten issues that are on your heart. I am not 

running a ‘formal’ study – and do not have a particular agenda. It is an opportunity 

to ask questions, try and work out what God is saying to each of us, and maybe 

learn a little more about each other through storytelling and laughter and support 

each others’ journey – as we walk in faith, hope and love. 

Also during Lent, there will be an opportunity to experience worship in the style of 

Taizé. I’m certainly no expert in this style – however, it will be an opportunity for 

us to replenish our spiritual battery through a contemplative space with music, 

prayer and candle light. The Taizé style uses simple phrases sung over and over – 

often in different languages – that are a bit like ‘a seed in good soil’ that have an 

opportunity to gently enter our heart and then watered by the Holy Spirit. I 

encourage you to either sing along, or listen quietly and embrace to beauty of the 

world in song and prayer.  

I visited Taizé in early 1990’s with a L’Arche group from London. It was a difficult 

experience. We travelled two FULL days to arrive in a freezing cold southern 

France February; were not welcomed ‘warmly’ by those at the gate – due to some 

stuff-up along the ‘welcoming chain’; the food was AWFUL; it was not the ‘rose 

coloured image’ I had had of the Taizé Community of prayer and hospitality and 

reconciliation. It wasn’t the summer season, and worship was okay, but not quite as 

uplifting as the CD’s of the time suggested... 

... however, a seed had been sown – and the true meaning of Taizé has been growing 

in my heart ever since – or trying to anyway. I am looking forward to exploring 

together this style of worship throughout the Lenten season – and hope that it will 

be a chance to reinforce our resolve, vision and mission in our faith journey. 

If you want to learn a little bit about the Taizé Community – I invite you to follow 

the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIYd1YzSXtw 

As Joan Chittister writes later in the pew sheet – I hope that you can find a place 

to welcome the ‘darkness of Lent’ – as an essential element in our  renewal and 

spiritual growth in our relationship with God. “Take courage. Do not be afraid!” 

I hope that you and yours are well and in good spirits.  

Every blessing, Rev James  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIYd1YzSXtw
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HORSHAM Emergency Food Centre 

Thank you for all the donations of essentials to this cause. If ‘giving alms’ is your Lenten 

discipline – this is a perfect solution. All non-perishables accepted: food, toiletries, nappies! (just 

to name a few) Long-life milk is always needed at the centre – ALWAYS! 

If you cannot get to church – Rev will pick up your contributions, and I invite parishioners to 

keep the generosity flowing into the collection basket at The Font.  

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry, and gave you food...” (Matt 25:37) 

Service Times March 

Lent 1 – 06 March 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

11.00am Areegra 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

Wednesday - 09 March 2022 

5.30pm Evening Prayer – Rectory 

6.00pm Meal and Lenten Exploration 

Lent 2 – 13 March 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

8.30-12.30pm Coffee Van 

Wednesday - 16 March 2022 

5.30pm Evening Prayer – Rectory 

6.00pm Meal and Lenten Exploration 

Lent 3 – 20 March 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

Wednesday - 23 March 2022 

5.30pm Evening Prayer – Rectory 

6.00pm Meal and Lenten Exploration 

Lent 4 – 27 March 2022 

9.30am Warracknabeal 

5.00pm Café Church – Parish Centre 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

 

Please note: 

NO Wednesday – 30 March 

 

Prayer in the Parish 

In the Parish & Beyond:  

 +Garry; Fr Michael Davies & Alex; 

 For all the people of Ukraine; 

 For the leaders of all Nations; for just 
and compassionate governments around 
the world; 

 For NATO; for the United Nations; 

 For those who face fear in war;  

 For those who experience fear in the 
face of violence at home, school or 
work;  

 For those who speak out – even if their 
voices shakes;  

 For SHINE this weekend; 

 For Project Regenerate; 

 For all frontline workers;  

 For our those experiencing natural 

disaster; the people of Queensland; for 

the people of NSW; family and friends 

in the flood zone; for those recovering 

from fire in WA; 

 For all who work in Yarriambiack Shire 

Council; 

 For Christian Emergency Food Centre; 

Years Mind: Beryl Hooper, Judith 

Marshman, Coral Panter, John Menzel, 

Murray Moloney 
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 A reading from the book of 

Deuteronomy 
When you have entered the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance and have taken possession of 
it and settled in it, take some of the 
firstfruits of all that you produce from the 
soil of the land that the Lord your God is 
giving you and put them in a basket. Then 
go to the place that the Lord your God will 
choose as a dwelling for his Name  and 
say to the priest in office at the time, ‘I 
declare today to the Lord your God that I 
have come to the land the Lord swore to 
our ancestors to give us.’  The priest shall 
take the basket from your hands and set it 
down in front of the altar of the Lord your 
God.  Then you shall declare before the 
Lord your God: ‘My father was a 
wandering Aramean, and he went down 
into Egypt with a few people and lived 
there and became a great nation, powerful 
and numerous. But the Egyptians ill-
treated us and made us suffer, subjecting 
us to harsh labour.  Then we cried out to 
the Lord , the God of our ancestors, and 
the Lord heard our voice and saw our 
misery, toil and oppression.  So the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and an outstretched arm, with great 
terror and with signs and wonders.  He 
brought us to this place and gave us this 
land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey;  and now I bring the firstfruits of 
the soil that you, Lord , have given me.’ 
Place the basket before the Lord your 
God and bow down before him.  Then you 
and the Levites and the foreigners 
residing among you shall rejoice in all the 
good things the Lord your God has given 
to you and your household.  

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  

Response: Be with me, Lord, when I 
am in trouble. 

1. You who dwell in the shelter of the 
Most High, who abide in the shadow 
of the Almighty, say to the LORD, “My 
refuge and fortress, my God in whom 
I trust.” (R) 
 

2. No evil shall befall you, nor shall 
affliction come near your tent, 
For to his angels he has given 
command about you, that they guard 
you in all your ways. (R) 
 

3. Upon their hands they shall bear you 
up, lest you dash your foot against a 
stone. 
You shall tread upon the asp and the 
viper; you shall trample down the lion 
and the dragon. (R) 
 

  
  

A reading from the letter of Paul to 
the Romans 

Christ is the culmination of the law so that 
there may be righteousness for everyone 
who believes.  Moses writes this about the 
righteousness that is by the law: ‘The 
person who does these things will live by 
them.’  But the righteousness that is by 
faith says: ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who 
will ascend into heaven?”’ (that is, to bring 
Christ down)  ‘or “Who will descend into 
the deep?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead).  But what does it say? ‘The 
word is near you; it is in your mouth and in 
your heart,’ that is, the message 
concerning faith that we proclaim:  if you 
declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ 
and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.  For 
it is with your heart that you believe and 
are justified, and it is with your mouth that 

TODAY’S READINGS 
LENT 1 

 
Psalm:                                                    91:1-2, 10-15 

Second Reading:                             Romans 10:4-13 

First Reading:                  Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
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 you profess your faith and are 
saved.  As Scripture says, ‘Anyone who 
believes in him will never be put to 
shame.’  For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile – the same 
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all 
who call on him,  for, ‘Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.’  
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king 
of endless glory! 
One does not live on bread alone,  
but on every word that proceeds out of 
the mouth of God 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king 
of endless glory! 
 

 
A reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Luke 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness,  where for forty days he was 
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 
during those days, and at the end of 
them he was hungry.  The devil said to 
him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this 
stone to become bread.’  Jesus 
answered, ‘It is written: “Man shall not 
live on bread alone.”’  The devil led him 
up to a high place and showed him in an 
instant all the kingdoms of the 
world.  And he said to him, ‘I will give you 
all their authority and splendour; it has 
been given to me, and I can give it to 
anyone I want to.  If you worship me, it 
will all be yours.’  Jesus answered, ‘It is 
written: “Worship the Lord your God and 
serve him only.”’  The devil led him to 
Jerusalem and had him stand on the 
highest point of the temple. ‘If you are 
the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself 
down from here.  For it is written:  

‘“He will command his angels concerning 
you to guard you carefully;  they will lift 
you up in their hands, so that you will not 
strike your foot against a stone.”’  Jesus 
answered, ‘It is said: “Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.”’  When the devil had 
finished all this tempting, he left him until 
an opportune time.  Jesus returned to 
Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and 
news about him spread through the whole 
countryside.  He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him.  
This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation:                   

Gospel:                                                    Luke 4:1-15 

THE PROPERS 
  

Sentence:  Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him.  
  

Collect:  O saving God, who led your 
people through the wilderness and brought 
them to the promised land: so guide us 
that, following our Saviour, we may walk 
through the wilderness of this world and be 
brought to the glory of the world which is to 
come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

 
Prayer is an adventure which brings 

not a thrill but new responsibilities. 

Every time we come near God, it is 

either life or death we are 

confronted with. It is life if we come 

to God in the right spirit, and we are 

renewed by God. It is death if we 

come to God without the spirit of 

worship and a contrite heart; it is 

death if we bring pride and 

arrogance. Nothing is more 

significant, more awe-inspiring than 

meeting the God we set out to meet. 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 
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The Taizé Community – France 
“Since my youth, I think that I have never lost the 

intuition that community life could be a sign that God 

is love, and love alone. Gradually the conviction took 

shape in me that it was essential to create a community 

with men determined to give their whole life and who 

would always try to understand one another and be 

reconciled, a community where kindness of heart and 

simplicity would be at the centre of everything.” 

[Brother Roger: “God is love alone”] 

Everything began in 1940 when, at the age of twenty-five, Brother Roger left Switzerland, the 

country where he was born, to go and live in France, the country his mother came from. For 

years he had been ill with tuberculosis, and during that long convalescence he had matured 

within him the call to create a community.When the Second World War began, he had the 

conviction that without wasting time he should come to the assistance of people going through 

this ordeal, just as his grandmother had done during the First World War. The small village of 

Taizé, where he settled, was quite close to the demarcation line dividing France in two: it was 

well situated for sheltering refugees fleeing the war. Friends from Lyon started giving the 

address of Taizé to people in need of a place of safety. 

In Taizé, thanks to a modest loan, Brother Roger bought a house with outlying buildings that 

had been uninhabited for years. He asked one of his sisters, Genevieve, to come and help him 

offer hospitality. Among the refugees they sheltered were Jews. Material resources were 

limited. There was no running water, so for drinking water they had to go to the village well. 

Food was simple, mainly soups made from corn flour bought cheaply at the nearby mill. Out of 

discretion towards those he was sheltering, Brother Roger prayed alone; he often went to sing 

far from the house, in the woods. So that none of the refugees, Jews or agnostics, would feel ill-

at-ease.  

In 1945, a young lawyer from the region set up an association to take charge of children who 

had lost their parents in the war. He suggested to the brothers that they welcome a certain 

number of them in Taizé. A men’s community could not receive children. So Brother Roger 

asked his sister Genevieve to come back to take care of them and become their mother. On 

Sundays, the brothers also welcomed German prisoners-of-war interned in a camp nearby 

Taizé. Gradually other young men came to join the original group, and on Easter Day 1949, 

there were seven of them who committed themselves together for their whole life in celibacy 

and to a life together in great simplicity. 

Today, the Taizé Community is made up of about hundred brothers, Catholics and from various 

Protestant backgrounds, coming from around thirty nations. By its very existence, the 

community is a “parable of community” that wants its life to be a sign of reconciliation 

between divided Christians and between separated peoples. 

The brothers of the community live solely by their work. They do not accept donations. In the 

same way, they do not accept personal inheritances for themselves; the community gives them 

to the very poor. 
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A Walk into the Dark – A Lenten Reflection 

Sr Joan Chittister writes; 

The spiritual life does not come cheap.  It is not a stroll down a Mary Poppins path with 

a candy-store God who gives sweets and miracles.  It is a walk into the dark with the 

God who is the light that leads us through darkness. 

Darkness, I have discovered, is the way we come to see.  It creates the depressions 

that, once faced, teach us to trust.  It gives us the sensitivity it takes to understand the 

depth of the pain in others.  It seeds in us the humility it takes to learn to live gently 

with the rest of the universe.  It opens us to new possibilities within ourselves. 

Darkness is a very spiritual thing. 

Myra B. Nagel has written, “The season of Lent is a time to reflect on the cross and its 

meaning for our lives.”   There is no doubt in my mind that the cross is significant in 

any life.  Who ever carries a cross and is the same at the end of the journey as they 

were at the beginning?  The only question is the nature of the change.  I have so far 

always been stronger at the end of a struggle than I was at the outset.  But I have 

always been more independent, distant, isolated, as well.  That hasn’t been all bad—

but it has, at the same time, taken its toll. 

I have discovered over time that the cross is supposed to take its toll on us.  It forms us 

to find God in the shadows of life.  Ironically enough, it is the cross that teaches us 

hope.  When we have survived our own cross, risen alive from the grave of despair, we 

begin to know that we can survive again and again and again, whatever life sends us 

in the future.  It is this hope that carries us from stage to stage in life, singing and 

dancing around dark corners. 

But hope is not a private virtue.  Hope makes us witness to the invincibility of the spirit.  

The hope we bring to others becomes the one sure gift we have to give to those in 

pain. 

The God of the Dance beckons us out of the caves of the soul to faith and trust and 

new beginnings.  It’s when we get trapped in the past—in its details, and its shame, 

and its narrow boxes and short leashes—that life stops for us.  When life is defined for 

us by others, we limit our sense of ourselves.  Then we dismiss the God of Possibility 

from our lives.  We refuse to become the more that we are.  We sit on the dung heap 

of our past and make it our present.  We fail to believe that God is.  That God is in us.  

That God is calling us out of the darkness into the light. 

Darkness is one of the ways to God, provided we see it as leading to the light.  

Provided we don’t turn it into the death of our own soul. 

[From “Called to Question” by Joan Chittister (Sheed & Ward)] 

 

 

https://joanchittister.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0bcd62516ffe48a23a1231c56&id=89a4bd7aa3&e=5efdad339d
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