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      Warracknabeal, Areegra, Minyip, Hopetoun, Brim 

 

Epiphany 4 
30 January 2022 

 

Hello Everyone!  I hope that you’ve had a good week. 

This Sunday – ONE SERVICE ONLY – 10.30am 

Sandwich and Sweets lunch  

to follow in the Parish Centre: 11.30 for 12.00pm 

 

 
 

I don’t know if you were watching tellie last Sunday evening – about training 5 

young kelpie pups in 12 months on various properties across Australia. My old man 

never paid a cent for a dog – didn’t believe in it. He always said that ‘time’ was the 

best recipe for training a dog. 

I recall one particular dog ‘Jess’ – she was beautiful, and she and I spent quite a 

bit of time together. I remember two occasions when I reckon she was more human 

than dog ... you know what I mean. 

The first was when I was looking after the farm for a stint on my own, while the 

rest of the family went on holiday. I must have been 17. I had my list of jobs and 

was welding away in the shed, when the welding rod came out of the hand piece. It 

careered into the air and landed in the bend of my elbow – OOOUCHHHH! It was a 

tad hot! I remember wincing in pain with my eyes closed trying to figure out what 

happens next ... only to open them, and there was ‘Jess’ – head cocked, with those 

eyes that said, “Can I help you Master?” Dear dog, it was the most soothing balm a 

young man could have wanted at the time.  

I’ll never forget that ‘understanding look’ of solidarity.  

Another of my favourite stories about Jess was when we were scheduled to get a 

huge mob of sheep in for shearing or drenching ... and anyway, it was one of those 

days when everything went really smoothly. Man and beast and sheep – no words, 

just the movement of the head and a look here and there ... Jess knew what she 

was doing, I was relaxed and not rushing the job – there just seemed to be this 
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‘connection’ with what was going on, what was needed, and it was a fantastic 

experience! Sheep are more intelligent than humans  .... think they are! 

For the ‘perfectionist’ in me at the time (which lingers still from time to time), this 

experience was a wonderful learning curve – about ‘control’, clarity and silent 

communication with my favourite dog.  

My shepherding days have taken a different path. I think the ‘shepherd’ in me 

continues to reflect on – what are my recent ‘experiences’ of God in my life. Am I 

listening attentively enough? Am I clear enough with my goals, endeavours and 

‘dreams.’ This ‘silent communication’ with God – what I would call prayer: Have I 

interpreted correctly? Am I pliable enough to bend to God’s will? Do I have the 

skills to carry out the vision and mission of all that lies before me/us? If I don’t 

‘feel’ God beside me – is that my problem or God’s? Am I leading God’s people to 

freedom, good pasture and growing in faith? 

(This reflection has taken a slightly different path than I anticipated ... ) 

... the Holy Spirit’s movement in my life remains mysterious. I find it hard to 

describe at the best of times. Just as it hovered over the waters of chaos at the 

beginning of Creation, the Biblical account assures me that the same Holy Spirit 

hovers over the ‘chaos’ of my heart (and yours) – to bring some form of ‘order’, 

clarity and direction through the rich tapestry of LIFE. 

No doves descending from heaven. No ‘old men’ in white robes on mountain tops. No 

chains falling off. No ‘funny’ languages at 9.00am in the morning. No writing on the 

walls. No dreams to share with kings or queens or parishes... 

... God is either mad or brave in allowing me (and you) to discern through our own 

relationship with God as to how we are to “move, and breathe and have our being” – 

in this earthly pilgrimage of faith.  

Using Luke’s Gospel as our guide this Sunday, I am hoping to glean some thoughts 

and ideas in regard to a couple of matters related to our faith life together.  

1. How are you and I as followers of Jesus – ‘liberating captives’? 

2. I am interested to know who would be willing to ‘Welcome’, ‘Read’ or ‘Lead 

Intercessions’ in our liturgy. The last time I asked for volunteers I wasn’t 

overwhelmed with responses. So, in light of Luke’s Gospel – there’ll be a chance 

to encourage each other to exercise some of our skills in worship. 

3. And finally get some feedback on the Sanctuary Plan Proposal – which I have 

included in this week’s pew sheet once again for direct reference. The focus is 

to talk and hear what people have to say – before we make a decision. 

That’s all.  Every blessing, Rev James  
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HORSHAM Emergency Food Centre 

ALL donations of non-perishable items for 

the Christian Emergency Food Centre in 

Horsham are more than welcome. 

The collection basket will be located at 

The Font. Thank you in advance! 

Service Times Jan/Feb 

Epiphany 4 – 30 Jan 2022 

10.30am Warracknabeal 

ONE SERVICE ONLY 

Sandwiches and Sweets - Lunch  

11.30 for 12.00pm Parish Centre - $10 

Epiphany 5 – 06 Feb 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

11.00am Areegra 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

Epiphany 6 – 13 Feb 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

Epiphany 7 – 20 Feb 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

Transfiguration – 28 Feb 2022 

9.30am Christ Church 

5.00pm Café Church  

Ash Wednesday – 02 March 2022 

5.30pm Liturgy 

Simple meal in Rectory to follow 

Lent 1 – 06 March 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

11.00am Areegra 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

 

Easter Day – 17 April 

 

Prayer in the Parish 

In the Parish & Beyond:  

 +Garry;  

 For all the people of Tonga;  Yemen ; 
Afghanistan; Myanmar; the Pacific; 
Ukraine; Lithuania; Burkina Faso;  

 For the land on which we live and move 
and have our being – that we are 
enriched in heart and home; 

 For those in hospital; 

 Max Young; 

 For those grieving loved ones; 

 For those in pain – through prejudice, 
injustice, oppression, exploitation;  

 For those returning to school; for those 
starting school and their parents & 
carers; for Principals; 

Community:  

 For all new Australian citizens;  

 To REFLECT, RESPECT, 

CELEBRATE; 

 For all refugees; 

 For Front line workers – in Australia 

and across the globe; 

 For our local GP’s and their staff;  

 For all we know dealing with COVID;   

 For Christian Emergency Food Centre; 

Years Mind:  

NCLS 
06 February 2022 

See back page for details 
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A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
 The word of the Lord came to me, 
saying,  ‘Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, before you were born I 
set you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations.’  ‘Alas, Sovereign 
Lord ,’ I said, ‘I do not know how to 
speak; I am too young.’  But the Lord 
said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am too young.” 
You must go to everyone I send you to 
and say whatever I command you.  Do 
not be afraid of them, for I am with you 
and will rescue you,’ declares the Lord 
.  Then the Lord reached out his hand 
and touched my mouth and said to me, ‘I 
have put my words in your mouth.  See, 
today I appoint you over nations and 
kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to 
destroy and overthrow, to build and to 
plant.’ 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  

 

 

Response: God of faithfulness, I will 
sing of your salvation. 

1. In you, O LORD, I take refuge; 
 let me never be put to shame. 
 In your justice rescue me, and deliver  
 me; incline your ear to me,  
 and save me. (R) 
 

2. Be my rock of refuge, 
 a stronghold to give me safety, 
 for you are my rock and my fortress. 
 O my God, rescue me from the hand  
 of the wicked. (R) 

 

3. For you are my hope, O Lord; 
 my trust, O God, from my youth. 
 On you I depend from birth; 
 from my mother’s womb you are  
 my strength. (R) 

 

4. My mouth shall declare your 
justice, day by day your salvation. 
O God, you have taught me from my 
youth, and till the present I proclaim 
your wondrous deeds. (R) 
  
  

A reading from the first letter of 
Paul to the Corinthians 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If 
I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give 
all I possess to the poor and give over my 
body to hardship that I may boast, but do 
not have love, I gain nothing.  Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not 
dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it 
is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth.  It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres.  Love never fails. But 
where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will 
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will 
pass away.  For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part,  but when completeness 
comes, what is in part disappears.  When 
I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of 
childhood behind me.  For now we see 
only a reflection as in a mirror; then we 
shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 
known.  And now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love. This is the word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God! 

TODAY’S READINGS 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 First Reading:      Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm:                                                    71:1-6, 15-16      
 

Second Reading:                    1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
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Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings 
to the poor, to proclaim liberty to 
captives.  
Alleluia!  

 
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Luke 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of 
the Spirit, and news about him spread 
through the whole  countryside.  He was 
teaching in their synagogues, and 
everyone praised him.  He went to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 
the synagogue, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read,  and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. 
Unrolling it, he found the place where it is      
written:   

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to set the oppressed free,  to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
 
  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it 
back to the attendant and sat down. The 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on him.  He began by saying to 
them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.’ 

 
All spoke well of him and were amazed 
at the gracious words that came from his 
lips. ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ they 
asked.  Jesus said to them, ‘Surely you 
will quote this proverb to me: “Physician, 
heal yourself!” And you will tell me, “Do 
here in your home town what we have 
heard that you did in 
Capernaum.”’  ‘Truly I tell you,’ he 
continued, ‘no prophet is accepted in his 

 home town.  I assure you that there 
were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s 
time, when the sky was shut for three 
and a half years and there was a severe 
famine throughout the land.  Yet Elijah 
was not sent to any of them, but to a 
widow in Zarephath in the region of 
Sidon.  And there were many in Israel 
with leprosy in the time of Elisha the 
prophet, yet not one of them was 
cleansed – only Naaman the Syrian.’  All 
the people in the synagogue were 
furious when they heard this.  They got 
up, drove him out of the town, and took 
him to the brow of the hill on which the 
town was built, in order to throw him off 
the cliff.  But he walked right through the 
crowd and went on his way. 
This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Gospel:                                                  Luke 4:14-30 

THE PROPERS 
Sentence:  Now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then we will see face to 
face. Now I know only in part; then I 
will know fully, even as I have been 
fully known.  
  

Collect:  Righteous God, you 
confound the world's wisdom by 
giving your blessing to the lowly and 
pure in heart: give us such a hunger 
and thirst for justice and perseverance 
in striving for peace, that in our words 
and deeds the world may see the 
promise of your kingdom, 
which has been revealed in Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

 

Gospel Acclamation:                   
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Sanctuary Plan – January 2022 
 

I have included the following in this week’s pew sheet for practical reasons, as I am 
hoping to have a brief discussion in Sunday’s service. I appreciate the fact that various 
individuals have spoken to me already, and I think it is important that we have 
opportunities to talk with each other without fear of judgement or malice – with 
something so significant. 

The main reasons (in no order of importance): 

1. The current ‘temporary Altar’ – which I have been using in the Transept Crossing 
– has been in-situ for 15 months now (approx).   

2. A number of parishioners have voiced to me their difficulty and nervousness 
about returning to the High Altar because of mobility issues. 

3. Theologically, a church only needs ONE altar, and it is my desire along with 
informal conversations with others to use the High Altar once again. 

4. The physical distance between the High Altar (as currently located) and the main 
body of the church is significant – and seems contrary to our ‘unity in worship.’ 

5. The choir stalls are no longer ‘used’. Even when there is a larger funeral – the 
preference of the Undertakers and people attending is to use the Parish Hall as 
spill-over. 

6. The Choir Organ, is also no longer used, and has not been tuned nor played for 
several years. We have a very adequate piano organ donated by ‘The Mercer 
Family’ which more than compensates. The heaters are also not used (in my 
personal opinion – they are in a terrible place!). 

 

The PLAN: 

a) To remove: 2 x gas heaters from choir area. 
b) To re-locate Choir Stalls – short to Sanctuary area, and long to North 

Transept. One of the choir fronts may need to be placed under the Reredos 
to hide white wall that Altar currently hides from view. 

c) To remover Choir Organ – we have a willing interested party, who is happy 
to collect, restore and relocate to a monastery who needs it. 

d) To re-locate – as a TRIAL during Lent and Easter – the High Altar to the 
Choir Stall area. 

e) Holy Communion will be distributed in Transept Crossing as is our current 
COVID practise. 

f) The Lectern and the Pulpit will remain in current location. 
g) There is no structural work needed. (There will be a need for adequate 

lighting to be installed.) 
h) To REVIEW trial in April through Parish Council, and conduct 

congregational consultation to the end of May – when we take decisions 
needed.  
 

Please feel free to talk to myself or any of your Parish Council members,  
and I hope the plan (on opposite page) is of some help. 
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Proposed Sanctuary Plan – January 2022 
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National Church Life Survey – 2022 
 

Through the Diocese, we have been invited to participate in the 2021 National Church Life 
Survey – which has been extended into 2022 for COVID related reasons. (I received our 
‘NCLS Pack’ just prior to Christmas) 

This year over 20 denominations and many independent churches are expected to again take 
part in the largest survey of church life in the world. As you may be aware, Australian 
churches have taken part in the National Church Life Survey (NCLS) every five years since 
1991, alongside the national Census, to reflect on and nurture their church’s health.  

This unique national venture is only possible when churches, like us, choose to take part. 
 
The National Church Life survey results will provide us with information including: 

 Who is coming to church, attending online, and whether COVID has affected their level 
of involvement 

 How attenders have experienced church services in 2021 
 What attenders currently value in your church 
 What they see as priorities for the future 
 Percentage of attenders who are growing in their faith, sharing their faith, connecting 

with their community 
 Sense of belonging to church – how strong is your community? 
 Views about the church vision, leadership culture, and willingness to innovate 

 
I have arranged: Online surveys – for the majority of us on email list 
       Enough paper surveys to cover our letterbox drop list 
       Several child surveys – 8yr-14yrs old 

The survey will take approximately 20 mins. 

 
I will distribute our NCLS next week - with all the tools, codes etc that you will need. 

I cannot force anyone to complete the survey!  

I would like to encourage everyone to do so however, and use this opportunity to get a 
‘snapshot’ across the parish, and how we might be able to improve our church life together  
and be able to identify what we need to enable ALL to grow in our faith.  

I encourage you all to be honest – and have decided to give you time at home to complete the 
survey – rather than doing it in church on a Sunday morning. The plan will be to complete and 
return all surveys by the 06 February. 

If you would like more information: get in touch with me or follow the link to: https://ncls.org.au/ 

 

 

https://ncls.org.au/

