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Hello everyone! 

In these last couple of weeks I have been remembering and honouring my 

pilgrimage across Spain – the Camino de Santiago de Compostela - which I 

completed five years ago (2015). It remains one of the most important times in my 

life ... which makes it hard to explain on one level. It does not take me much effort 

to imagine the crunch of gravel, the open spaces, some of the significant people 

who I met, and embrace the spirit of pilgrimage once again in my mind’s eye.  

“The Camino gives you what you need!” – is a phrase that keeps popping up in my 

diary and recollections. There is much written about the Camino itself and 

pilgrimage in general – about the reality of the three phases on pilgrimage: 

Physical, Emotional and Spiritual.  

The suggestion is that the first phase is one of physical testing – the body is 

pushed to the limit, it hurts on the Camino and is certainly not a ‘walk around the 

block’, and a pilgrim’s feet become a testament to the Camino’s stresses and 

strains. As I discovered, so did my left knee and right hip!  

The Emotional phase emerges once the pilgrim has settled into a rhythm and 

overcome the initial shock of walking approx 20kms a day (some more, some less) – 

as the heart starts to process life’s mysteries. The Camino has a way of revealing 

‘matters of the heart’ – that cannot be avoided. (Well you can if you want even 

more pain!) These ‘matters of the heart’ are revealed whether you are a person of 

faith or not (similarly the body pain experienced) – because as human beings this 

is where everything begins and ends in a way. 

This in turn prepares the pilgrim for phase three – the Spiritual realm – and one is 

invited to acknowledge that there might be something more, someone/something 

to believe in, that there is a purpose ultimately to our life on planet earth as part 

of the Universe which continues to expand beyond our understanding – and there 

are many names for ‘the Divine’! How we express that reality within us therefore 

defines our identity in a way. It might be clear for us. It may remain a mystery. 
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For the pilgrim – this reality CANNOT be avoided – even if you began the Camino 

as a ‘walk through the countryside.’ 

Personally, I was so ready for my Camino and had spent 20 years preparing for it 

(another story) – all three phases met me on the first day of my walk over the 

Pyrenees and continued EVERY STEP OF THE 820kms to Santiago. But there is 

more! These three phases STILL accompany me ... show me a picture of Spain - 

I’m there!  Start talking about pilgrimage – I’m there: physically, emotionally & 

spiritually. It is a WONDERFUL reality for me. 

To be specifically Christian – my experience on the Camino became another 

Resurrection story for me – the physical, emotional and spiritual reality of Jesus 

in relationship with God’s people. We all have our own ‘Resurrection stories’ and 

metaphors that are important to us – and nourish our faith. That nourish our 

belief in ‘the Divine’ – which we are able to call by name!  

This is NOT the travesty for the rest of the world – but rather ‘the Divine’ which 

we are able to call by name – ALSO CALLS US BY NAME!  We are invited 

personally by the Creator of the heavens and earth, the God who flung stars into 

space, the man of Jesus who ‘put death to flight’ through God’s extravagance and 

power – invites us – you and me, to ‘walk with God through the world’. Through the 

physical, through the emotional and through the spiritual realities of our life - 

side by side; word by word; tear by tear; laugh by laugh; hope by hope ... 

... whether we are able to leave our lounge rooms or not. 

This takes courage to be exposed, honest and faithful to who we call God. 

It takes humility to accept that we are not in control of very much at all (but 

neither are we ‘puppets’ to a masochistic divine being). 

It takes trust to believe in God’s Spirit which we cannot see, but sustains our daily 

life in ways that are hard to express – and are often dismissed by ‘the world.’ 

It takes a fortitude of sorts to follow Jesus in faith, hope and love – and really 

try to be his representatives with those around us, to will change and confront 

the status quo that so many are ‘seduced’ by in our modern society. 

We are a Resurrection people! Let us behave like it! 

With every blessing to you, and those you love; this day and always. 

Rev James Wood    

 

 

 

During the COVID-19 restrictions - Rev will be in Christ Church every Sunday for prayer 

and praise at 9.30am. Please join him in solidarity at home if you are able. This Sunday he 

will also be at Areegra at 11.00-11.30am – covering the parish in prayer and thought. 
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Prayer in the Parish 

In the Parish & Beyond: +Garry;  those in 
positions of influence determining how we as 
a society must conduct ourselves; Parish 
Council  (met on Tuesday night); David & 
Nola Mollison; virtual youth group (Sun)  

Community: Front-line health care workers; 

those feeling worried; those missing contact 

with loved ones; those embracing modern 

technology and internet social forums. 

Years Mind: Dulcie Lang, Bill Harmer, 

Betty Kent 

If you would like Diocesan May Intercession 

Prayer booklet – please let Rev know! 

EASTER 4 youTube from Rev: 

“The Gate of Your Heart”  

https://youtu.be/RauzNrMtYlY 
 

 

 

Easter Season Quiz II: 

1. How many “I AM” sayings  does Jesus proclaim  in the Gospels? 

2. Which one of these sayings means the most to you? 

3. If you were 2.4kms south-east of Jerusalem, which town would you be in? 

4. Who am I? 

 I was a Roman centurion. I was stationed at Ceasarea. 

 I was a God-fearing man of faith. 

 I was converted to Christianity by St Peter. 

 I was met by an ‘angel of God’ who gave me instructions in a dream. 

 I can be found in the second book of Luke.   [Answers next week] 

Last week’s answers:  

1). Three times. 2). 153. 3). This varies depending on what version of the Bible 

you are reading, and the specific phrase. So, some say 365 – one for every day 

of the year; others say approximately 70. 4). Lydia: Acts 16:11-40.  

 

Is there anything that you need? 

Contact Rev, our Wardens or your 

neighbour. No shame required! 

Important NOTE: Re Bishop Garry’s youTube / Sermon series. You will notice that the Bishop’s 

youTube messages are a week late (for those who don’t have email). This is because they are published on 

Friday – and Rev is producing the pew sheet for Thursday distribution. Sorry for the inconvenience! 

https://youtu.be/RauzNrMtYlY
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A Simple Service – for Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Hymn:   Seek, O Seek the Lord 

Seek, O seek the Lord,  

while he is near;  

trust him, speak to him in prayer,  

and he will hear. 

God be with us in our lives,  

direct us in our calling;  

break the snares the world contrives,  

keep us from falling. 

God, increase in us the life  

that Christ by dying gave us:  

though we faint in mortal strife  

his blood will save us. 

Strengthen in our hearts the love  

we owe to one another;  

how can we love God above  

and not each other? 
James Philip McAuley 

 

Reflection: 

a) What was your most enjoyable moment  

this week? 

b) What would you like to give thanks to 

 God for this week? 

In a moment of silence – offer these 

thoughts to God - ask the Holy Spirit to 

deepen your relationship with God this week. 

 

Prayer of Preparation: 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Readings: (I suggest one or two – the others 

can become the basis for your devotions 

throughout the week) 

 

Videos: +Garry and/or Rev 

Reflection: 

a) What was the phrase that ‘jumped out’ at 

you this morning? 

b) What word or image would best describe 

who God is for you from the readings and 

your reflections? 

Prayer:    

Praise. Petition. Intercession. Thanksgiving.

    (or follow your own discipline.) 

  The Lord’s Prayer. 

  Collect for the Day. 

 

Blessing: 

The peace of the earth be with you, 

The peace of the heavens too; 

The peace of the rivers be with you, 

The peace of the oceans too. 

Deep peace – flowing in you. 

God’s peace growing in you. Amen. 

 

Song:   O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 

O Love that wilt not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee: 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

that in thine ocean depths its flow 

may richer, fuller be. 

O Light that followest all my way,  

I yield my flickering torch to thee:  

my heart restores its borrowed ray,  

that in thy sunshine's blaze its day 

may brighter, fairer be. 

O Joy that seekest me through pain,  

I cannot close my heart to thee:  

I trace the rainbow through the rain,  

and feel the promise is not vain,  

that morn shall tearless be. 

O Cross that liftest up my head,  

I dare not ask to fly from thee:  

I lay in dust life's glory dead,  

and from the ground there blossoms red 

life that shall endless be. 
George Matheson 
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A reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles 

They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe 
at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles.  All the 
believers were together and had 
everything in common.  They sold 
property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need.  Every day 
they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts,  praising 
God and enjoying the favour of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being 
saved. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 

Response: The Lord is my 
shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 

1. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall 
not want. 
In verdant pastures he gives me 
repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
he refreshes my soul.  (R) 
 

2. He guides me in right paths for his 
name's sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark 
valley I fear no evil; for you are at 
my side with your rod and your 
staff that give me courage.  (R) 
 

3. You spread the table before me 
in the sight of my foes; 
 
 

you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows.  (R) 
 

4. Only goodness and kindness 
follow me all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of 
the LORD for years to come.  (R) 
   
  

      
A reading from the first letter of 

Peter 
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice 
and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and 
slander of every kind.  Like newborn 
babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so 
that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation,  now that you have tasted 
that the Lord is good.  As you come 
to him, the living Stone – rejected by 
humans but chosen by God and 
precious to him –  you also, like living 
stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.  For in 
Scripture it says: ‘See, I lay a stone in 
Zion, a chosen and precious 
cornerstone, and the one who trusts 
in him will never be put to 
shame.’  Now to you who believe, this 
stone is precious. But to those who 
do not believe, ‘The stone the 
builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone,’  and, ‘A stone that 
causes people to stumble and a rock 
that makes them fall.’ They stumble 
because they disobey the message – 
which is also what they were destined 
for.  But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light.  Once you were not a people, 

First Reading:                                 Acts 2:42-47 

TODAY’S READINGS 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Psalm:                                                              23 
  

 

Second Reading:                            1 Peter 2:1-10 
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but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
 
  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the 
Lord;  
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia! 
 

 

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to John  

‘Very truly I tell you Pharisees, 
anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate, but climbs in 
by some other way, is a thief and a 
robber.  The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep.  The gatekeeper opens the 
gate for him, and the sheep listen to 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out.  When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes 
on ahead of them, and his sheep 
follow him because they know his 
voice.  But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away 
from him because they do not 
recognise a stranger’s voice.’  Jesus 
used this figure of speech, but the 
Pharisees did not understand what he 
was telling them.  Therefore Jesus 
said again, ‘Very truly I tell you, I am 
the gate for the sheep.  All who have 
come before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep have not 
listened to them.  I am the gate; 
whoever enters through me will be 
saved. They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture.  The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full. 
This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:                   

Gospel:                                                John 10:1-10 

 

THE PROPERS 
 

Sentence:  'I am the good shepherd' says 
the Lord. 'The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep.'  

Collect:   God of peace, who brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant: make 
us perfect in every good work to do your 
will, and work in us that which is well-
pleasing in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

 

 

 
 

Bishop Garry’s youTube messages: 

Easter 2 – ‘Thomas the True Believer’ 

https://youtu.be/4SHyZTvBxO8 

Easter 3 – ‘In the Breaking of the Bread’ 

https://youtu.be/HdmfaxgdtA8 

 

https://youtu.be/4SHyZTvBxO8
https://youtu.be/HdmfaxgdtA8
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Mothers’ Union Notice 

 

Even though the Mothers’ Union no longer 

has a branch that operates in the Parish, 

people who are interested in still remaining 

part of the Diocesan membership can do so 

and need to renew their membership NOW! 

Please contact:  

Margaret Dart on 5398 2307  

by Friday 8
th

 May! 

WOODBINE Catering Deliveries 

During this time of continued isolation, 

Woodbine Services are offering really 

yummy meals with free delivery service. 

To order your meal, please contact: 

5398 2166 day prior to meal need. 

See menu flyer attached or pdf (email) 

or phone for latest specials. 

 

Parish Financial Matters 

As you will have read in the pew sheet for Easter weekend – and I quote from 

Andrew and Sarah-Jayne’s message to the parish; 

“You may have read in the DNews that the Diocese are making some allowances 

for parishes during this time, which we are grateful for. The costs associated 

with running the parish are more than just our Diocesan assessment and it is our 

responsibility to continue to care for Rev. James and ensure his stipend is being 

met. Parish Council are also working hard on projects that we want to see bloom 

once we are no longer in lockdown, for this to happen we need to remain in a 

financially viable position. Parish Council would therefore like to strongly 

encourage that if you are able (or can get a family member to help you) to give 

your offertory gift via direct debit each week please do so. This would benefit 

the parish by funds being received regularly but also decreased risks associated 

with handling cash during these uncertain times.” 

I encourage people to reflect on their ability to continue to be able to sustain the goals 

and mission of our parish through electronic giving – and I include the details for 

Direct Debit transfer below.  

Bank Details are:  Anglican Parish of Warracknabeal  

BSB: 063 544   Account: 1006 8567 

I have become aware (through my phone calls) that there are a number of people who 

have envelopes at home but are not sure what to do with them.  

Please contact Rev James immediately: 5398 1251 or 0438 233 630 (preferred) – 

and he will arrange to collect and get them to Andrew. If no answer – it means 

that Rev is with someone or otherwise occupied. Please leave a message, a name 

and best number so he can contact you. (Rev works Sunday, Monday, Tuesday & 

Thursday) 

Thank you for your patience and generosity. And, please don’t worry!   Rev James 
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Corona Comedy ... 

 


