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Lent 2 
13 March 2022 

 

Hello Everyone!   

This Sunday:  Christ Church - Holy Communion – 9.30am 

        Taizé Service & HC – 5.00pm in Parish Centre 

Coffee Van – 8.30-12.00pm 

 

How is your Lenten journey going? 

I hope that you have shed a tear this week for those facing the reality, brutality, 

injustice, displacement and utter destruction as a consequence of war. From time 

to time I find it difficult to believe that it is actually taking place before our eyes. 

Weeping is all we can do? I have a strong conviction that we must weep – strong 

words maybe - as part of our prayer and ‘solidarity’ with the people of Ukraine. 

In reality, somewhere in the realm of 57,000-210,000 people have lost their lives 

through the ravages of war throughout our world as at September 2021 – 

estimated casualties 2020-2021, [https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-

rankings/countries-currently-at-war].  

Civil War: Afghanistan, Colombia, Ethiopia, Libya, Mali, Myanmar, Syria, Yemen. 

Terrorist Insurgency: Afghanistan, Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, DR Congo, 

Iraq, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Tanzania, Tunisia. 

Drug War: Columbia, Mexico. 

Ethnic Violence: South Sudan. 

I invite you to hold the people and leaders of one or two of the above countries in 

your prayer this week – and be grateful ...  

  

Closer to home, Lent, is also the time to confront the issues in our own hearts ... 

What is distracting us from genuine ‘freedom’? What makes us afraid? Where is 

there darkness that needs God’s light? What makes you weep? Are we able to rely 

on the teaching and life of Jesus – or are we too busy, too lazy, too arrogant to 

take heed? The Gospel will cost us something – as difficult as that sounds. 
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There is much to be anxious about! 

HOWEVER, our calling also invites us to bring HOPE to our world.  

Our following Jesus – requires that this week we instigate a movement of change in 

our life or that of another – maybe despite ourselves, but because of US! Jesus – 

if I can be so bold to say it – DEMANDS IT OF US! So, with joy and with courage – 

where and who and how will you bring the Gospel Spirit to a conversation, an action, 

a phone call, a gift, a thought, a reconciliation, a healing -  a moment of 

transformation? Think. Reflect. ACT! 

In other matters: 

Ararat Induction: Please pray for the people and parishioners of Ararat as Fr 

Martin is Inducted next Thursday evening. This is very good news after 4 years of 

interregnum. I will be attending. 

Parish Centre Tables: For a number of years now, the parish centre tables have 

increasingly become ‘heavier’ and harder to move because of their weight and size. 

They have served many auspicious occasions which have brought much joy and 

significance to people’s lives. As a result, the Parish Council decided at its February 

meeting to purchase 10 new 1800x900mm tables which arrived this week. The flip-

top tables can be stored efficiently and are on wheels! The Catering Team and PC 

Hirers will now be able to save much energy and angst with this significant 

purchase. 

If any parishioner would like to make a contribution to help cover the purchase of 

these tables which amounted to approx $7,200 (assembled & delivered) we would 

be most grateful. Any amount will be welcome. 

Phase 1 – The Boys’ Shed Project: A building contract with Maurie Parsons has been 

drafted and will be presented at Diocesan Property & Finance Committee next 

Tuesday for approval and endorsement. This means we will be able to submit a 

Building Permit Application to Yarriambiack Shire Council ASAP. Praise the Lord! 

Every blessing, Rev James  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project REGENERATE – Coffee Van Project 

Join us at ‘The Red Caboose’ this Sunday for a coffee and a chat 

8.30-12.00pm – Warracknabeal Visitors Centre 

Good Vibe 

Good Coffee 

Good Community Spirit 
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HORSHAM Emergency Food Centre 

Thank you for all the donations of essentials to this cause. If ‘giving alms’ is your Lenten 

discipline – this is a perfect solution. All non-perishables accepted: food, toiletries, nappies! (just 

to name a few) Long-life milk is always needed at the centre – ALWAYS! 

If you cannot get to church – Rev will pick up your contributions, and I invite parishioners to 

keep the generosity flowing into the collection basket at The Font.  

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry, and gave you food...” (Matt 25:37) 

Service Times March/April 

Lent 2 – 13 March 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

8.30-12.30pm Coffee Van 

Wednesday - 16 March 2022 

5.30pm Evening Prayer – Rectory 

6.00pm Meal and Lenten Exploration 

Lent 3 – 20 March 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

NO ‘SHINE’ This Week 

Wednesday - 23 March 2022 

5.30pm Evening Prayer – Rectory 

6.00pm Meal and Lenten Exploration 

Lent 4 – 27 March 2022 

9.30am Warracknabeal 

5.00pm Café Church – Parish Centre 

8.30-12.30pm Coffee Van 

Please note: 

NO Wednesday – 30 March 

Lent 5 – 03 April 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

11.00am Areegra 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

Wednesday - 06 April 2022 

5.30pm Evening Prayer – Rectory 

6.00pm Meal and Lenten Exploration 

[My Admin Ass got a few things wrong in last 

week’s pew sheet – please discount!] 

 

Prayer in the Parish 

In the Parish & Beyond:  

 +Garry; 

 For all the people of Ukraine; 

 For the leaders of all Nations; for just 
leadership that acts for the Common 
Good; for Peace negotiators; 

 For NATO; for the United Nations; 

 For those facing hunger;  

 For those facing thirst; 

 For those seeking peace & shelter;  

 For COFFEE VAN this weekend; 

 For all our Project Regenerate aims, 
objectives and outcomes; 

 For all frontline workers; for all nurses; 

for all assisting in Aged Care and Home 

visiting/services; 

 For our those facing flood, fire and other 

natural disasters; 

 For all who work in Grocery Stores in 

town; those who distribute goods and 

services; 

 For Christian Emergency Food Centre; 

Years Mind: Don McKenzie 
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A reading from the book of Genesis 

After this, the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield, your very great 
reward.’  But Abram said, ‘Sovereign Lord 
, what can you give me since I remain 
childless and the one who will inherit my 
estate is Eliezer of Damascus?’  And 
Abram said, ‘You have given me no 
children; so a servant in my household will 
be my heir.’  Then the word of the Lord 
came to him: ‘This man will not be your 
heir, but a son who is your own flesh and 
blood will be your heir.’  He took him 
outside and said, ‘Look up at the sky and 
count the stars – if indeed you can count 
them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your 
offspring be.’  Abram believed the Lord , 
and he credited it to him as 
righteousness.  He also said to him, ‘I am 
the Lord , who brought you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land to take 
possession of it.’  But Abram said, 
‘Sovereign Lord , how can I know that I 
shall gain possession of it?’  So the Lord 
said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer, a goat and 
a ram, each three years old, along with a 
dove and a young pigeon.’  Abram 
brought all these to him, cut them in two 
and arranged the halves opposite each 
other; the birds, however, he did not cut in 
half.  Then birds of prey came down on 
the carcasses, but Abram drove them 
away.  As the sun was setting, Abram fell 
into a deep sleep, and a thick and 
dreadful darkness came over him.  When 
the sun had set and darkness had fallen, 
a smoking brazier with a blazing torch 
appeared and passed between the 
pieces.  On that day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abram and said, ‘To your 
descendants I give this land, from the  

Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the 
Euphrates.  
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

Response:  The Lord is my light and 
my  salvation. 

1. The LORD is my light and my 
salvation; whom should I fear? 
The LORD is my life’s refuge; of whom 
should I be afraid? (R)  

 

2. Hear, O LORD, the sound of my call; 
have pity on me, and answer me. 
Of you my heart speaks; you my 
glance seeks. (R) 
 

3. Your presence, O LORD, I seek. 
Hide not your face from me; 
do not in anger repel your servant. 
You are my helper: cast me not off. (R)  
 

4. I believe that I shall see the bounty of 
the LORD in the land of the living. 
Wait for the LORD with courage; 
be stout hearted, and wait for the 
LORD. (R)  

   

 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the 

Philippians 

Join together in following my example, 
brothers and sisters, and just as you have 
us as a model, keep your eyes on those 
who live as we do.  For, as I have often 
told you before and now tell you again 
even with tears, many live as enemies of 
the cross of Christ.  Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, 
and their glory is in their shame. Their 
mind is set on earthly things.  But our 
citizenship is in heaven.  
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
LENT 2 

 First Reading:                  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Psalm:                                                              27 
  

                                                            116                                                                 
  

                    34 

Second Reading:                    Philippians 3:17-4:1 
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And we eagerly await a Saviour from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ,  who, by the 
power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they 
will be like his glorious body. Therefore, 
my brothers and sisters, you whom I love 
and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!  
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king 
of endless glory! 
From the shining cloud the Father's voice 
is heard:  
This is my beloved Son, listen to him. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king 
of endless glory! 

 

 
  

A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Luke 

 At that time some Pharisees came to 
Jesus and said to him, ‘Leave this place 
and go somewhere else. Herod wants to 
kill you.’  He replied , ‘Go and tell that 
fox, “I will keep on driving out demons 
and healing people today and tomorrow, 
and on the third day I will reach my 
goal.”  In any case, I must press on today 
and tomorrow and the next day – for 
surely no prophet can die outside 
Jerusalem!  ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you 
who kill the prophets and stone those 
sent to you, how often I have longed to 
gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, and 
you were not willing.  Look, your house is 
left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not 
see me again until you say, “Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord.”’ 

This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Prayer is an adventure which brings 

not a thrill but new responsibilities. 

We have to realize that if Christ 

were standing in front of us, we 

would comport ourselves differently, 

and we must learn to behave in the 

presence of the invisible Lord as we 

would in the presence of the Lord 

made visible to us. 

Love and friendship do not grow if we 

are not prepared to sacrifice a great 

deal for their sake, and in the same 

way we must be ready to put aside 

many things in order to give God the 

first place. “Thou shalt love the Lord 

thy God with all thy heart, and with 

all thy soul, and with all thy 

strength, and with all thy mind.” 

[Luke 10:27] 

A simple command? 

But to share with Christ his passion, 

his crucifixion, his death, means to 

accept unreservedly all these events, 

in the same spirit as he did .... 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Gospel:                                              Luke 13:31-35 

The Propers 

Sentence:  Our citizenship is in heaven, 
and it is from there that we are expecting 
a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Collect:  God of our ancestors, whose 
chosen servant Abraham was given faith 
to obey your call and go out into the 
unknown: endow your Church with such 
faith that we may follow you with 
courage; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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“Something Worth Suffering For” – A Lenten Reflection 

 

Sr Joan Chittister  writes; 

Lent, the liturgical year shows us, is about the holiness that suffering can bring. It is about 

bringing good where evil has been, about bringing love where hate has been. It is about the 

transformation of the base to the beautiful. 

  

But don’t be fooled: Lent is not about masochism. It is about being willing to suffer for 

something worth suffering for, as Jesus did, without allowing ourselves to be destroyed by it.  

  

Suffering is a stepping-stone to maturity. It moves us beyond fantasy to facts. We know now 

that everything in life will not go our way. We will not simply get what we want or avoid what 

we do not. And we will know when the price is worth paying or not. 

  

The point is that no one escapes suffering. It is part of the rhythm of life, part of the process of 

living. The question, then, is, for what are we willing to suffer? 

  

Because suffering is part of our mortality, it is important to spend it well. Jesus, contending 

with the leaders of the synagogue at the cost of His life, in order to bring the synagogue to the 

truth of its own tradition, we can see, is worth suffering for indeed. And many others, we know, 

have done the same for sake of truth and justice. Martin Luther King, Jr. did. So did Francis of 

Assisi. So did Catherine of Siena and Joan of Arc. There are simply some things worth dying 

for as well as worth living for. 

  

To live for the lesser things of life is to risk not really living at all. Real life is pungent with 

risk, with the willingness to spend all the intensity we have for one great, lasting moment of 

creation—like childbearing, like human liberation, like being a living witness to justice and 

truth and love and faith, the greater things of life. 

  

Lent is the season that teaches us that darkness may overtake us but will not overcome good as 

long as we doggedly refuse to give in to our lesser selves, as long as we refuse to become the 

very things we say we hate. 

  

In the end, the suffering of Jesus is the salvation of the world. It is salvation of all those who 

see what is needed in the world and, like Jesus, do not shrink from pursuing it. 

 

[The Liturgical Year by Joan Chittister (Thomas Nelson)] 

 
 

https://joanchittister.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0bcd62516ffe48a23a1231c56&id=1f06d2b458&e=5efdad339d
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