Anglican Parish of Warracknabeal

Warracknabeal, Areegra, Minyip, Hopetoun, Brim

Anglican Easter Sunday
Parish
0\f\"ARR:\CKNABEAL 20 Apri’ 2025

Sunday Services:  6.00am Lighting of New Fire - Parish Centre
9.30am Celebration at Christ Church, Warracknabeal
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Hello Everyone! It wouldn't be Easter without my favourite quote:

"Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.

We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God.
Your playing small does not serve the world.

There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people

won't feel insecure around you.

We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make
manifest the glory of God that is within us.
It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone.

And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other
people permission to do the same.
As we are liberated from our own fear,

our presence automatically liberates others.”
[Marrianne Williamson]

First, I hope that your hearts can find some peace this Easter Season. Just as
Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit into the hearts of the disciples locked in a room
for fear of their own death and disbelief so many years ago - may the same Holy
Spirit (how good is that!) fill your lives, your hearts and your homes - to dispel any
fears or discontent that is not welcome. An open heart is all it takes!

Secondly, there are so many in the world and our own community that are less
fortunate than ourselves. I hope that you will be able to find some time (in prayer
or service) and some resources this Easter Season to give a little or a lot!

Hear God call your name - and you will know what to do.

Every blessing, Rev James
Project REGENERATE: Explore. Rejoice. Give.




Prayer in the Parish
In the Parish & Beyond:
» +Garry; +Scott; for the Registry staff;

> For our sisters and brothers on the
African Continent;

» For Project Regenerate: Explore.
Rejoice. Give. 2025-2026

> For peace around our fragile globe;

> For the leaders of all Nations, those with
influence to act for the Common Good;

» For all who are hungry, thirsty and
homeless or displaced,;

» For those who face the fear of war and
violence and oppression;

» For all known to us in hospital and our
Residential Care Facilities;

» For our Occupancy Permit for The Shed
Project; for all who will participate in
this new phase of ministry and mission;

> For all our families & friends;
» For our neighbours;
» For our farmers and their families;

» For all on school holidays; for our
educators and those who support them;

» For all those we love, near and far away;

Years Mind: Victoria HODD (1985), Nancy
CLYNE (2016), Catherine FERGUSON
(1986), Ronald RIDOUTT (2023), Elizabeth
RYAN (2011), Lindsay McCredden (2020),
Brian POWELL (2024), Evelyn MOORE
(1991), Richard GARNER (2004), Jessie
(Beth) PETERS (2012), Lavinia GRACE
(1993), Edna FERNAnNdes (2000), Peter
TAYLOR (2009), Raymond MITCHELL
(2013), Reginald ERHARDT (2014), Bronc
Schilling (2019)

“Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let
light perpetual shine upon them. ”

Service Times April/May

Easter Sunday — 20 April
6.00am — Easter Fire & Simple Breakfast
9.30am Warracknabeal

Easter 2 — 27 April
9.30am Warracknabeal & 5.00pm Café Church

Easter 3 — 04 May

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal
11.00am St Mark’s Areegra

He is not here; for He is risen, as He said.
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Matthew 28:6

Thank you to all who made a
contribution to another successful
Walk of the Cross Pilgrimage:
Caterers, Escort drivers, cheer
squad, Brim Bowls Club, strategic
plan, car logistics, St Joseph's and
friends in Hopetoun, Beulah Caravan
Park, farm gate gazebo provider,
wife & fellow pilgrims.

T am most grateful for your
encouragement, service and
attention to detail. Rev

Rev James Wood: P: 5398 1251 M: 0438 233 630 E: warrackanglican@gmail.com



TODAY’S READINGS
EASTER SUNDAY

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43

A reading from the book of Acts

Then Peter began to speak: ‘1 now
realise how true it is that God does not
show favouritism but accepts from
every nation the one who fears him and
does what is right. You know the
message God sent to the people of
Israel, announcing the good news of
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord
of all. You know what has happened
throughout the province of Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John preached — how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and power, and how he went around
doing good and healing all who were
under the power of the devil, because
God was with him. “We are witnesses of
everything he did in the country of the
Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him
by hanging him on a cross, but God
raised him from the dead on the third day

and caused him to be seen. He was not
seen by all the people, but by witnesses
whom God had already chosen — by us
who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that
he is the one whom God appointed as
judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness
of sins through his name.’

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

Response: This is the day the Lord
has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

1. We thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end. Let the sons of
Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ (R)

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;
his right hand raised me up. | shall not
die, | shall live and recount his deeds.

(R)

3. The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone. This is
the work of the Lord, a marvel in our
eyes. (R)

1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Second Reading:

A reading from the first letter of Saint
Paul to the Corinthians
If only for this life we have hope in
Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied. But Christ has indeed been
raised from the dead, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep. For since
death came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead comes also
through a man. For as in Adam all die,
so in Christ all will be made alive. But
each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then,
when he comes, those who belong to
him. Then the end will come, when he
hands over the kingdom to God the
Father after he has destroyed all
dominion, authority and power. For he
must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. The last enemy
to be destroyed is death.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Project REGENERATE: Explore. Rejoice. Give.



Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ has become our paschal sacrifice;

let us feast with joy in the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel: John 20:1-18

A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to John

Early on the first day of the week,
while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
went to the tomb and saw that the stone
had been removed from the
entrance. So she came running to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the
one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we
don’t know where they have put
him!’ So Peter and the other disciple

started for the tomb. Both were running,
but the other disciple outran Peter and
reached the tomb first. He bent over
and looked in at the strips of linen lying
there but did not go in. Then Simon
Peter came along behind him and went
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips
of linen lying there, as well as the cloth
that had been wrapped round Jesus’
head. The cloth was still lying in its
place, separate from the linen. Finally
the other disciple, who had reached the
tomb first, also went inside. He saw and
believed. (They still did not understand
from Scripture that Jesus had to rise
from the dead.) Then the disciples went
back to where they were staying. Now
Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As
she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb and saw two angels in white,
seated where Jesus’ body had been,
one at the head and the other at the
foot. They asked her, “‘Woman, why are
you crying?’ ‘They have taken my Lord
away,’ she said, ‘and | don’t know where
they have put him.’

At this, she turned round and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not realise that
it was Jesus. He asked her, ‘Woman,
why are you crying? Who is it you are
looking for?’” Thinking he was the
gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have
put him, and | will get him.” Jesus said to
her, ‘Mary.” She turned towards him and
cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!" (which
means ‘Teacher’). Jesus said, ‘Do not
hold on to me, for | have not yet ascended
to the Father. Go instead to my brothers
and tell them, “I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.” Mary Magdalene went to the
disciples with the news: ‘| have seen the
Lord!” And she told them that he had said
these things to her.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE PROPERS

Sentence: The Lord is risen indeed,
alleluia!

Collect: God of glory, fill your Church
with the power that flows from Christ's
resurrection, that, in the midst of this
sinful world it may signal the beginning
of a renewed humanity, raised to new life
with Christ; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
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Next Parish Luncheon Walk of the Cross Pilgrimage 2025
Sunday 27" April | .

Come and join us once again for our first
Parish Luncheon for 2025. Bring a friend
and a salad and make 1t a wonderful day of
fellowship and hospitality.

Sign up at back of church.

Proceeds from the luncheon will go
towards The Royal Children’s Hospital,
Melbourne. From the website:

Our vision

At The Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH), our
vision is a world where all kids thrive. We
believe all children and young people should
have the same opportunity to realise their
potential.

Qur role

To deliver on our vision, we work together to
put children and young people at the heart of
our care, research, and learning. We do this

by:

« Creating and delivering the safest, most
accessible, most playful, kid-centric care
in the world.

o Cultivating a workforce that reflects the
community we care for and nurturing our
people, so they thrive and grow.

« Promoting the importance of the health
and wellbeing of every child and young
person.

e Conducting world leading paediatric
research that transforms kids’ health.

« Sharing specialist knowledge and skills
locally and globally to advance learning.

e Being a leading sustainable health
service that contributes to a better world.

Our values

The RCH values unite and help us to
achieve our vision and deliver on our role.
Our values guide the way we work together
and engage with children and young people,
their families and our community.

Lunch eak

I hope you can join us!
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Easter Hope
Bishop George Browning: 15 April 2025

At least once in a lifetime, every human being is likely to experience pain of such
calamitous proportion that it feels as if the world is coming to an end, but in truth it
isn’t. The world community could be excused for thinking that together we are now in
one of those moments. Between us, we are kicking so many own goals of destruction and
alienation that the accumulative effect is devastating. | won’t even attempt to list them,
(nor name those most responsible for kicking them!) they are all painfully familiar. But
no, the world is not coming to an end. For every actuality, its opposite is hovering in plain
sight. How so? Well, it is laid out in the Easter narrative, Maundy Thursday through to
Easter Day.

The main character in the story is one Jesus the Nazarene. Some of you believe in him,
that is you believe in him as the human face of God, as | do, while most who do not would
still know something about him and have an opinion about that!

However, believing or not, it is not enough just to contemplate these three days of his
passion, or even just the 30 years of his life. If you wish to come to grips with the reality
that is Jesus, and what relevance, let alone presence, he has in this or any age, you must
start further back.

Let me ask this. Do you think there is a pattern to life, an order to things, or is everything
simply haphazard, a crazy jumble? As you look at the natural order do you detect a
pattern? If you do, do you think humanity is part of this pattern or in some way stands
above it. Does history reveal any truths about life as humans experience it?

Well, the Christian faith declares there is a pattern, if you like, a weaving which has been
there from the beginning. While life in all its forms has, does, and will continue to evolve,
the fundamental pattern remains the same. The name given to this pattern, or ordering, in
the Christian tradition is wisdom ’or ‘word’. To use poetic language, it is this wisdom or
word that sings everything into being and sustains their rhythm. The pattern is embedded
in all relationships that are life giving, and its absence is the cause of relationships that are
destructive.

Now, St John commences his remarkable gospel by claiming that this wisdom, this word,
this pattern, took human form in history, in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. When we
look to Jesus we are looking far beyond a moment in history, we are looking at the pattern
necessary for sustainable life within the very order of existence. To be mundane we are
given a mirror into the patterns of life that can be ignored but never abrogated.

Let’s get straight into it with Maundy Thursday. Jesus washes the disciples ’feet: not a
single act of service, but a glimpse of how relationships work, how leadership or hierarchy
should be expressed. Everyone and everything exist in relationship and service of
everyone and everything else. In an eco-system all elements are interdependent. The more
significant the role, the greater becomes the obligation of service, not control. So it is in
families, communities and nations. Independence is a mirage and an ambition not to be
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coveted. Every time service is offered what has been broken is being restored. One act of
service has a ripple effect. We all have the capacity to mend the broken. Herein is hope.
Mending happens not through control or coercion, but in and through loving service.

That evening a loaf of bread was broken and shared. In our world there is, metaphorically,
only one table. I sit around it with you, together we sit around it with the peoples of the
world. As bread is broken, we are bound to one another. | have had the privilege of sharing
bread with the Karen people of Myanmar, the Afar people of Ethiopia and with
Palestinians. In a very special way | am bound to, and with them until my dying day. We
all have the gift of hospitality. Life expands through the space we provide for that which
Is not ourselves. In the sharing of bread there is hope.

Good Friday and dying. Dying reorients everything. Our lives are the gift of many past
dyings, not simply dust from a long dead star. The crucifixion is not a penal transaction
as many Christians maintain, (a useful glimpse into why so many US Christians support
Trump) but God’s participation in the world’s brokenness, a healing from within. Herein
hope lies. Grace heals brokenness. Grace out paces ungrace. We experience far more
growth in the moments of failure and loss than we do in the moments of triumph.
Tragically, our human default position is to cocoon ourselves in an armour of self-
protection, putting us in conflict with, rather than open to, the grace always on offer. We
would rather embrace brokenness than die to something better.

It is in and through grace, that peace prevails. Peace is much more than an absence or
suspension of conflict. Peace is internal not external. When peace is known inside, peace
Is practiced outside.

Herein lies hope.
And now the glorious Easter Day.

Refusing to be entombed is about much more than the resurrection of Jesus, it is about the
resurrection of the world embraced by him. The wisdom or pattern which has been there
from the beginning bursts afresh. Eternity is embodied in the material world. ‘Earth is
crammed with heaven and every bush afire with God, but only he who sees takes off his
shoes . (Elizabeth Barrett Browning) Nothing that matters is ever lost. Equally, the causes
of death and destruction have no abiding power, they can be left behind. Here in our hope
lies. The awful home goals humanity has been kicking do not, should not, have enduring
power: they can be left behind, shed. Each new day has within it the capacity to be a
genuinely new day.

Each new week begins on Sunday the day of resurrection. It is never too late to reset the
time clock of life to this pattern.

Project REGENERATE: Explore. Rejoice. Give.



The Resurrection - Word Search

GWWSOMAGDALENERQ
TOKCPZDCCFIRSTD
=EMBROTHERSIYDMI
AAFMAOPZYMEKNES
CNWYEMKFIOSKZUC
HLDTIJBFRNVNTEPI
EGIDHZERGEEGPATP
RAAKLFCWIDAAHRQL
WEHRKKQIJOKI]IJIRGE
DTQEDUEFATHERLS
FAEMUEYVENNXDLY
MWRARXNVBOLREADO
YAAKCDAETLOGGEBN
JGRDAYRSRLNVEBSD
FXHYFVVIRAWQRWIZ
Early first day week dark
Mary Magdalene tomb stone moved
Angels white Lord woman crying
Gardener teacher Father brothers disciples

Bible Memory Verse

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "l have seen the Lord!"
And she told them that he had said these things to her.
John 20:18 (NIV)

Rev James Wood: P: 5398 1251 M: 0438 233 630 E: warrackanglican@gmail.com




