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Lent 4
15 March 2026

Sunday Services: 9.30am & 5.00pm - Warracknabeal

Hello everyone! Hope you've had a good week.

Last week, Vikki and I had a 'hot date' at Specsavers.
I know - it doesn't get any better than this right? I
would much rather go to the optometrist than the
dentist ... anyway, the general outcome is that I'm am
getting older, and one of the benefits of getting
older is that eyesight - while not disastrous, is slowly
deteriorating. There was a particular diagnosis that
disturbed me - the growing of a cataract but only in
one eye. Maybe the result of being a North
supporter? Like I said - nothing disastrous and
completely treatable.

In our gospel this week - a man born blind gets to seel!
I cannot imagine what that must be like. It is
transformational for him, and the following
responsibilities he would have had to embrace as an
able-bodied man. A complete change of lifestyle and I
imagine would have taken a while to adjust to. In our
Biblical account - eyesight and seeing is strongly
related to heart-health and openness to God. It got
me thinking about how of my heart is focussed on God
- and whether I have more room for what God has to
offer - NOW! Whether I can 'see’ or not.

Seeing with the heart is a particular spiritual
discipline, and cannot be compromised in full
relationship with God. What do you and T need from
Jesus this week to 'see’ better? Peace, Rev James

Extracts of Letters of
Reverend Frederick
Arthur Booth —
First Anglican Priest in
Warracknabeal.

April-May 1891

Account of two
marriages: (one very
small — the bride would
not even wear ab ridal
veil or carry orange
blossoms). Tenders for
parsonage in wood and
brick. Newcomers
arriving, majority Church
of England. Take some
time to visit the
newcomers. “In a week or
two, | believe there will
be about 6 butcher shops
in the town. There was a
glowing account of
Warracknabeal in the
‘Daily Telegraph’ a week
or two ago making the
place out to be a regular
‘Eldorado’ where gold
could almost be picked
up on the streets.”

‘Yesterday a splendid
day and the roads were
grand ... country is
beautiful and green
everywhere.”
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Services - 2026

Lent 4 — 15 March 2026
9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal

Tuesday — 17 March 2026

Praver in the Parish 5.00pm Eucharist & pot luck supper
In the Parish & Beyond: 140year High Tea — Saturday 21 March
» +Garry; for our Yarriambaick Shire; 3.00 for 3.30pm in Parish Centre
> For faithfulness and perseverance; for Sunday 22 March —Lent 5
courage and hope; for love that dispels 10.30am 140year Liturgical Celebration

fear and hatred; & BBQ Lunch  (No 5.00pm)

> For those facing the consequence of war Tuesday — 24 March 2026
5.00pm Eucharist & pot luck supper

and violence;
> For the Middle East; Palm/Passion — 29 March 2026
9.30am Warracknabeal

5.00pm Café Church

Tuesday — 31 March 2026
5.00pm Eucharist & pot luck supper

Maundy Thursday — 02 April
6.00pm Christian Seder Meal
7.30pm Washing of the Feet Liturgy

Good Friday — 03 April
9.30gm Reflections at the Foot of the Cross

» For all who are hungry, thirsty and
seeking shelter around the globe;

» For the Leaders of all Nations; for those
of leadership and influence to act for the

common good; for United Nations;

» For our farmers and their families;

» For all facing natural disaster: flood,
fire, earthquake, cyclone, famine;

» For our neighbours;
4 ghbou Easter Sunday — 05 April

» For our 140 year weekend: 21 March 6.00am Lighting of the New Fire
Sunday 22" March;

» For all those we love, near and far away;

Years Mind: Atoll PRICE (1990), Coral .

PANTER (2012), John MEI(\IZEL)(ZOIS), Donations of SALADS are
Murray MOLONEY (2016), John ROWNEY required for our BBQ
(1990), Sybil FLETT (2002), Marjorie lunch next Sunday — 224
SHERWELL (2010), Lawrence HANNEL y

(1989), Edwin HARRIS (2007), Barry March please!
PANTER (1985), Nola BROWELL (2023), .

Stephen JEFFERY (2005), William Service at 10.30am — lunch
SCICLUNA (1996), Donald PATTERSON to follow. ALL are invited.
(2013)

“Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let Thanks’

light perpetual shine upon them.” the Catering Team!
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TODAY’S READINGS
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

A reading from the first book of
Samuel
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will
you mourn for Saul, since | have rejected
him as king over Israel? Fill your horn
with oil and be on your way; | am sending
you to Jesse of Bethlehem. | have
chosen one of his sons to be king.” But
Samuel said, ‘How can | go? If Saul hears
about it, he will kil me.” The Lord said,
‘Take a heifer with you and say, “I have

Samuel said, ‘Send for him; we will not sit
down until he arrives.” So he sent for him
and had him brought in. He was glowing
with health and had a fine appearance
and handsome features. Then the Lord
said, ‘Rise and anoint him; this is the
one.” So Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the presence of his
brothers, and from that day on the Spirit
of the Lord came powerfully upon David.
Samuel then went to Ramah.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Response: The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.

come to sacrifice to the Lord .” Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you
what to do. You are to anoint for me the
one | indicate.” Samuel did what the Lord
said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the
elders of the town trembled when they
met him. They asked, ‘Do you come in
peace?’ Samuel replied, ‘Yes, in peace; 1. The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not
| have come to sacrifice to the Lord . want. In verdant pastures he gives me
Consecrate yourselves and come to the repose; beside restful waters he leads
sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated me; he refreshes my soul. (R)

Jesse and his sons and invited them to
the sacrifice. When they arrived, Samuel
saw Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord
’s anointed stands here before the Lord
. But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not
consider his appearance or his height, for
| have rejected him. The Lord does not
look at the things people look at. People
look at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart.” Then Jesse
called Abinadab and made him pass in
front of Samuel. But Samuel said, ‘The
Lord has not chosen this one
either.” Jesse then made Shammah
pass by, but Samuel said, ‘Nor has the
Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made
seven of his sons pass before Samuel,
but Samuel said to him, ‘The Lord has not
chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, ‘Are
these all the sons you have?’ ‘There is
still the youngest,” Jesse answered. ‘He
is tending the sheep.’

2. He guides me in right paths for his
name's sake. Even though | walk in the
dark valley | fear no evil; for you are at my
side With your rod and your staff that give
me courage. (R)

3. You spread the table before me in the
sight of my foes; you anoint my head
with oil; my cup overflows. (R)

4. Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life; and | shall dwell in
the house of the LORD for years to
come. (R)

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Ephesians
For you were once darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light (for the fruit of the light consists in all
goodness, righteousness and truth) and
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find out what pleases the Lord. Have
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of
darkness, but rather expose them. It is
shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do in secret. But everything
exposed by the light becomes visible —and
everything that is illuminated becomes a
light. This is why it is said: ‘Wake up,
sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will
shine on you.’

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory! | am the light of the world,
says the Lord; whoever follows me will have
the light of life.  Praise to you, Lord
Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel: John 9:1-41

A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to John
As he went along, he saw a man blind from
birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?’ ‘ Neither this man nor
his parents sinned,” said Jesus, ‘but this
happened so that the works of God might
be displayed in him. As long as it is day,
we must do the works of him who sent me.
Night is coming, when no one can
work. While | am in the world, | am the
light of the world.” After saying this, he
spat on the ground, made some mud with
the saliva, and put it on the man’s
eyes. ‘Go, he told him, ‘wash in the Pool
of Siloam’ (this word means ‘Sent’). So the
man went and washed, and came home
seeing. His neighbours and those who
had formerly seen him begging asked,
‘Isn’t this the same man who used to sit
and beg? Some claimed that he was.
Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’
But he himself insisted, ‘| am the
man.” ‘How then were vyour eyes
opened?’ they asked. He replied, ‘The
man they call Jesus made some mud and

put it on my eyes. He told me to go to
Siloam and wash. So | went and washed,
and then | could see.” ‘Where is this man?’
they asked him. ‘I don't know, he
said. They brought to the Pharisees the
man who had been blind. Now the day on
which Jesus had made the mud and
opened the man’s eyes was a
Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also
asked him how he had received his sight.
‘He put mud on my eyes,’ the man replied,
‘and | washed, and now | see.” Some of
the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.’
But others asked, ‘How can a sinner
perform such signs? So they were
divided. Then they turned again to the
blind man, ‘What have you to say about
him? It was your eyes he opened.” The
man replied, ‘He is a prophet.” They still
did not believe that he had been blind and
had received his sight until they sent for the
man’s parents. ‘Is this your son?’ they
asked. ‘Is this the one you say was born
blind? How is it that now he can see?’ ‘We
know he is our son,’ the parents answered,
‘and we know he was born blind. But how
he can see now, or who opened his eyes,
we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he
will speak for himself. His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jewish
leaders, who already had decided that
anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was
the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. That was why his parents
said, ‘He is of age; ask him.” A second
time they summoned the man who had
been blind. ‘Give glory to God by telling the
truth,” they said. ‘We know this man is a
sinner.” He replied, ‘Whether he is a sinner
or not, | don’t know. One thing | do know. |
was blind but now | see!” Then they asked
him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?’ He answered, ‘| have
told you already and you did not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
want to become his disciples too?’ Then
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they hurled insults at him and said, ‘You
are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples
of Moses! We know that God spoke to
Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even
know where he comes from.” The man
answered, ‘Now that is remarkable! You
don’t know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does
not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly
person who does his will. Nobody has
ever heard of opening the eyes of a man
born blind. If this man were not from God,
he could do nothing.” To this they replied,
‘You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare
you lecture us!” And they threw him
out. Jesus heard that they had thrown him
out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do
you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Who is
he, sir?’ the man asked. ‘Tell me so that |
may believe in him.” Jesus said, “"You have
now seen him; in fact, he is the one
speaking with you.” Then the man said,
‘Lord, | believe,, and he worshipped
him. Jesus said, ‘For judgment | have
come into this world, so that the blind will
see and those who see will become
blind.” Some Pharisees who were with him
heard him say this and asked, ‘What? Are
we blind too?’ Jesus said, ‘If you were
blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but
now that you claim you can see, your guilt
remains.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Propers

Sentence: 'l am the light of the world,’
says the Lord; 'those who follow me will
have the light of life.’

Collect: Almighty God, in Christ you
make all things new: transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of
your grace, and in the renewal of our
lives make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Chocolate should be
enjoyed by children

NOT MADE
BY THEM

We eat chocolate for

celebration, and indulgence. Cocoa is the

comfort,

key ingredient in chocolate. What is
really going on with the sourcing of
cocoa? We surveyed the world’s biggest
chocolate companies to find out!

GOOD EGGS
Each year we invite chocolate
companies, traders, processors,

manufacturers, and retailers to
participate with us in reporting on
progress in seven social and
environmental areas essential to a
sustainable sector. It allows the sector
to explore what 'good’ sustainability
looks like. Questions are specifically
designed for companies to track their
Chocolate

Scorecard is presented to enable

own progress. The

consumers to make choices for better
chocolate.

View the CHOCOLATE Scorecard
2026: Chocolate Scorecard

Together we can Be Slavery Free
Fuzz Kitto & Carolyn Kitto
National Directors

Project REGENERATE. 140 years in 2026.


https://www.chocolatescorecard.com/

Jusus Heals a Blind Man

So the man went and washed, and came
home seeing. John 9:7 (NIV)

The puzzle is hased on John 9:1-34 (NIV).

S REXTBSDWORLDWT
REPNHDE EEAMB I BRTH
EPRE EVYRWGEGYWXR VSO L
L O'BN 1T DB RHNM L RDD
BRKNEHUPOOLET X GE U
EICGBAKMVXPGMLZ
S EISLFPFAEPKAHMWHE
RNIGIEQIOWARTTYMLY
FEQDNDHZSXEOOGL P
XU HDDGI ILANRTTIKEK
L M PZ E€Q KR LETERG C
PIWEWASHOGZSS PIT
CCFENWKITITAUGRORY
PQDEUEKEMONBSHO
THNEY EXSDS ELABDBDMZ Z
BLIND EYES SPIT POOL WASH
WORLD SINNED SIGHT NIGHT BORN
HOME MUD LIFE OPENED LIGHT
SILOAM PARENTS RECEIVED BIRTH GROUND
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