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Baptism of Our Lord 
09 January 2022 

 

Hello Everyone!  I hope that you’ve had a good week. 

Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night. . . 

the darkness and light are both alike to You. [Psalm 139:11–12] 

Barbara Holmes writes: (from the Centre for Action and Contemplation - about 

how it is in times of literal or figurative darkness that new possibilities are 

unveiled): 

As an African American woman, I wear darkness as a skin color that I love. It is 

a reminder of my African origins, hidden in my genes, but not accessible through 

memory. Without darkness, I would not be! I entered the world from the 

nurturing darkness of the womb and relied upon a dark and resourceful family, 

community, and cosmos for my well-being. . . . We come from the darkness and 

return to it. 

But there are many types of darkness. There is the darkness of determined 

ignorance and hatred, impenetrable and smothering. There is the tiny microcosm 

of darkness that gave birth to the universe, its new realities and new worlds. 

There is the mothering darkness of the womb, and the protective darkness of 

the “cloud by night.” . . . 

Because I saw my Aunties negotiate darkness as a reality with as much potential 

as light, I stopped being afraid of the dark. I realized that sight and insight 

were not dependent upon the glaring light produced by humans, for there was an 

inner light that glowed and revealed much more. . . . In my mind, church talk 

about an association of darkness with evil and goodness with light made no sense. 

I knew that darkness held and healed me. So, there had to be many types of 

darkness that I could differentiate, dismiss, or embrace. . . . 

No matter how fractured things seem to be, no matter how the crisis splinters 

our delusions, there is a solid foundation within and beneath us, beside and 

between us.  

Could there be a blessing in the shadows? 

                        Every blessing,  Rev James 
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HORSHAM Emergency Food Centre 

If you are willing and able – please 

consider offering some donations of non-

perishable items for the Christian 

Emergency Food Centre in Horsham. 

Food: toiletries: nappies: Longlife Milk – 

all gratefully received. 

There remains significant need in our 

community and the region for those who 

do it tougher than some – and after the 

hype and excitement of the Christmas 

Season – this is just as an important time 

to reach out to ‘our neighbour’  

if you are able.  

The collection basket will be located at 

The Font – and Rev will be taking a load 

of goodies over to Horsham next week – 

and to check out the centre on the 

invitation of the co-ordinator. 

Thank you in advance! 

Service Times Jan/Feb 

Baptism of Our Lord – 09 Jan 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

11.00am Areegra 

Epiphany 2 – 16 Jan 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

Epiphany 3 – 23 Jan 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

Epiphany 4 – 30 Jan 2022 

10.30am Warracknabeal 

Epiphany 5 – 06 Feb 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

6.00pm SHINE Youth Group 

Epiphany 6 – 13 Feb 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

Ash Wednesday – 02 March 

Easter Day – 17 April 

 

Prayer in the Parish 

In the Parish & Beyond:  

 +Garry;  

 For all who are away from family; 

 the people of Myanmar; Malaysia; 
Nepal; Central America; 

 For renewal and restoration of mind, 
heart and home in this season of 
Epiphany; 

 For those in hospital; 

 Max Young 

 For those grieving loved ones; 

 For those in pain – through isolation, 
dis-ease of any kind, or living with 
depression;  

 For those holidaying; catching up with 
family and friend across the country; 

Community:  

 For all our community organizations;  

 For recognition of our First Nation’s 

peoples; RESPECT;  

 For goodwill to our neighbours;   

 For Christian Emergency Food Centre; 

Years Mind: Lorna Freeland 

He has told you, O mortal, what is 
good; and what does the LORD 

require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God? 
Micah 6:8 
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
But now, this is what the Lord says – he 
who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: ‘Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine.  When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not sweep over you. When you 
walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you 
ablaze.  For I am the Lord your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your Saviour; I give 
Egypt for your ransom, Cush and Seba 
in your stead.  Since you are precious 
and honoured in my sight, and because I 
love you, I will give people in exchange 
for you, nations in       exchange for your 
life.  Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I 
will bring your children from the east and 
gather you from the west.  I will say to 
the north, “Give them up!” and to the 
south, “Do not hold them back.” Bring my 
sons from afar and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth –  everyone who is 
called by my name, whom I created for 
my glory, whom I formed and made.’ 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

Response: The Lord will bless his 
people with peace.   

1. Give to the LORD, you sons of God,   
give to the LORD glory and praise,   
Give to the LORD the glory due his 
name;  adore the LORD in holy attire. (R)  
 

2. The voice of the LORD is over the 
waters,  the LORD, over vast waters.   
The voice of the LORD is mighty;   
the voice of the LORD is majestic. (R) 
  

 

3. The God of glory thunders,  
and in his temple all say, "Glory!"   
The LORD is enthroned above the 
flood;  the LORD is enthroned as king 
forever. (R)  
 
 

A reading from the book of Acts 
 When the apostles in Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and 
John to Samaria.  When they arrived, 
they prayed for the new    believers 
there that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit,  because the Holy Spirit had 
not yet come on any of them; they 
had simply been baptised in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.  Then Peter 
and John placed their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
John said: One mightier than I is 
coming; he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. Alleluia! 
 
 

  

  

A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Luke 

The people were waiting expectantly and 
were all wondering in their hearts if John 
might possibly be the  Messiah.  John 
answered them all, ‘I baptise you with    
water. But one who is more powerful 
than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.   
 
 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

First Reading:                          Isaiah 43:1-7 

Psalm:                                                        29                                                  
116                                                                   

                    34 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Gospel:                                             Luke 3:15-22 

Second Reading:                               Acts: 8:14-17 
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His winnowing fork is in his hand to 
clear his threshing-floor and to gather  
the wheat into his barn, but he will burn 
up the chaff with      unquenchable fire.’ 
 And with many other words John     
exhorted the people and proclaimed the 
good news to them.  But when John 
rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of 
his marriage to Herodias, his brother’s 
wife, and all the other evil things he had 
done,  Herod added this to them all: he 
locked John up in prison.  When all the 
people were  being baptised, Jesus 
was baptised too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened  and the 
Holy Spirit            descended on him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.’ 
This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to 

everyone who made 

the Christmas 

Festival  a time of 

joy and hope in the 

parish, and did 

those few things seen 

and unseen that 

helped us to 

celebrate in Word, 

action and prayer. 

 

THE PROPERS 

Sentence:  The Holy Spirit descended 
on Jesus in bodily form like a dove, and a 
voice came from heaven, 'You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.' 

Collect:  Eternal God, at the baptism of 
Jesus in the river Jordan you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son, and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit: grant that all who are 
baptised into his name may keep the 
covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Saviour; who 
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


