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Advent 3 
12 December 2021 

 

Hello Everyone!  I hope that I find you in good spirits. 

How is your Advent journey going? 

I hope that you are finding sustenance in your respective endeavours – whether in 

action or contemplation. Does the world seem busier all of a sudden? Why does 

Christmas seem to ‘arrive’ earlier than usual ... or am I alone in these ponderings? 

I think I’ve said this publically before – Christmas can be a two-edged sword for 

many. Finding the balance between giving and receiving: receiving and leaving 

family: choosing which household to celebrate the feast: juggling the commitments 

of work, family and farm: gathering with loved ones and pining the loss of someone 

special: the paradoxes of the season are apparent in all our daily lives – in one way 

or another. 

Someone said: “Nothing is good or bad. Only thinking makes it so.” [Google tells me 

it was William Shakespeare from ‘Hamlet’]    Can we genuinely think ourselves into 

the wonder and awe of Christmas – to receive the Christ-child into our homes and 

hearts; or do we need divine intervention? The Holy Spirit is constantly calling us 

deeper into the mystery of the joy, peace and trauma of the Christmas Season. 

Yes, unfortunately ‘trauma’ is part of the Christmas story. 

I cannot imagine my home being enveloped by toxic gas and ash – as witnessed in 

Indonesia this week due to volcanic eruption. I cannot image spending ANOTHER 

year under a plastic sheet – somewhere miles from my homeland, scrounging for 

food or comfort from someone who understands that ‘my’ plea for asylum is a 

genuine cry for justice – and not just an escape to a better life. I cannot image 

being victimized for my faith or the colour of my skin or my cultural identity or my 

economic status or my gender ... 

Why am I lucky enough to be living in Warracknabeal? 

Chance? Choice? Circumstance? Coercion? Consequence? Combination of all five? 

I don’t have a clear answer other than here I am. As are you! How will God want us 

to respond to the wonder, awe and trauma of Christmas this Advent season?  

Take courage! Do not be afraid!                Rev James 
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Service Times December 

Advent 3 – 12 December 

9.30am - Christ Church (Full Vacc) 

5.00pm – Parish Centre (non-Vacc status) 

8.30am-12.30pm Coffee Van  

(last one for the year) 

Advent 4 – 19 December 

9.30am - Christ Church (Full Vacc) 

5.00pm – Parish Centre (non-Vacc status) 

From 6.00pm - Community Carols 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Lessons & Carols – Areegra 

Weds 22
nd

 Dec – 6.00pm 

Christmas Eve – 24 Dec 

8.30pm Refreshments & fellowship 

10.00pm – Lessons & Carols & HC 

Christmas Day – 25 Dec 

9.30am – Christmas Celebration & HC 

Christmas 1 – 26 Dec  

10.30am – Carols & HC 

Epiphany – 02 Jan 2022 

10.30am – HC 

Baptism of Our Lord – 09 Jan 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

11.00am Areegra 

Epiphany 2 – 16 Jan 2022 

9.30am & 5.00pm Warracknabeal 

 

Prayer in the Parish 

In the Parish & Beyond:  

 +Garry; Ballarat Deanery; 

 Christmas Celebration preparations 
across the Diocese, and locally; 

 For the people of Indonesia;  

 Project Regenerate Coffee Van – the last 
for 2021: Thanks TEAM!; 

 Those recovering from a stint in hospital 
or a procedure – swift recovery to you; 

 For those grieving loved ones; 

Community:  

 For our farmers and their families;  

 For all tourists and wanderers – visiting 

our town and region; 

 For all students and teachers as they 

celebrate the year, and prepare for 

transition to a new year;  

 For all those feeling over worked and 

under paid, weary, disconcerted; 

 For those who feel the pressure of 

Christmas; 

 All COVID consequences; 

Years Mind: Ellen Clarke, Gavin Bibby, 

Ronald Hooper, Jean Cowan, Florence 

White, Frank Hewitt, Bea Emmett 

HORSHAM Emergency Food Centre 

need this week: 

1 litre – Long life milk 

Donations of other non-perishable goods 

and/or financial donations marked on an 

envelope in offertory gratefully received. 

The season of Advent is a sticky-
note reminder to the church:  

God is doing a new thing. Again. 
[Anon] 
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A reading from the book of  Zephaniah 

Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
Daughter Jerusalem!  The Lord has 
taken away your punishment, he has 
turned back your enemy. The Lord , the 
King of Israel, is with you; never again 
will you fear any harm.  On that day they 
will say to Jerusalem, ‘Do not fear, Zion; 
do not let your hands hang limp.  The 
Lord your God is with you, the Mighty 
Warrior who saves. He will take great 
delight in you; in his love he will no 
longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over 
you with singing.’  ‘I will remove from you 
all who mourn over the loss of your 
appointed festivals, which is a burden 
and reproach for you.  At that time I will 
deal with all who oppressed you. I will 
rescue the lame; I will gather the exiles. I 
will give them praise and honour in every 
land where they have suffered shame. 
 At that time I will gather you; at that time 
I will bring you home. I will give you 
honour and praise among all the peoples 
of the earth when I restore your fortunes 
before your very eyes,’ says the Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
  

 
‘Behold, God is my salvation: 
I will trust and will not be afraid; 

‘For the Lord God is my strength and 
my song: 
and has become my salvation.’ 
 

With joy you will draw water: 
From the wells of salvation. 

On that day you will say: 
‘Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his 
name; 

 

 

‘Make known his deeds among the 
nations: 
Proclaim that his name is exalted. 
‘Sing God’s praises, who has 
triumphed  gloriously: 
Let this be known in all the world. 
 

‘Shout and sing for joy, you that dwell in 
Zion:  
for great in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel.’ 
 
 

A reading from the letter to the 
Philippians 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: rejoice!  Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near.  Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.  And the peace of God, which 
transcends all          understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me to bring 
glad tidings to the poor. Alleluia! 
 
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Luke 

John said to the crowds coming out to be 
baptised by him, ‘You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the  
coming wrath?  Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not begin to say 
to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
father.”  

TODAY’S READINGS 
ADVENT 3 

First Reading:                          Zepheniah 3:14-20 

Psalm:                               Song of Isaiah                                                             
116                                                                   

                    34 

Second Reading:                         Philippians 4:4-7 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Gospel:                                                  Luke 3:7-18 
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For I tell you that out of these stones 
God can raise up children for Abraham. 
 The axe has been laid to the root of the 
trees, and every tree that does not       
produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.’  ‘What should we do 
then?’ the crowd asked.  John answered, 
‘Anyone who has two shirts should share 
with the one who has none, and anyone 
who has food should do the same.’  Even 
tax collectors came to be baptised. 
‘Teacher,’ they asked, ‘what should we 
do?’  ‘Don’t collect any more than you 
are required to,’ he told them.  Then 
some soldiers asked him, ‘And what 
should we do?’ He replied, ‘Don’t extort 
money and don’t accuse people falsely – 
be content with your pay.’  The people 
were waiting     expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if John might 
possibly be the Messiah.  John answered 
them all, ‘I baptise you with water. But 
one who is more powerful than I will  
come, the straps of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to untie. He will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 
threshing-floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.’  And with many 
other words John exhorted the people 
and proclaimed the good news to them. 

This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE PROPERS 
Sentence:  Do not Fear. The Lord, your 
God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives 
victory; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his love. 
  

Collect:  Almighty God, your sent your 
Son into a world where the wheat must 
be winnowed from the chaff and evil 
clings even to what is good: let the fire of 
your Spirit purge us of all corruption, so 
that, purified, we may wait eagerly for 
him whose coming is certain, whose Day 
draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Van Project 

This Sunday 12 December – the last for 2021 

Outside the Visitor’s Centre Warracknabeal – 

8.30am-12.30pm 

  Good Coffee! Good vibe! Giving young people 

an opportunity to gain skills and serve their 

community. Catch up with friends!  

 

 


